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Building in India is the way
to make an impact: Jay
CEO of Air For Life

Vitale,

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Born
in the UK, into a Gujarati family
that's spent most of their time
in Rajasthan, Jay Vitale who is
the CEO of British clean air
tech company Air For Life
wants to give something back
to the community. The mission
for philanthropy does require
another chapter to precede it,
one that's yet to be written.
This is something that's
perplexing Vitale too, but he
admits, luck hasn't played its
part. At least not yet. The
unique  air  purification
technology may prove to be a
solid foundation to build with.

“There's no greater need for
our products than India,” says
Vitale. Data doesn't make for
pretty reading. India has as
many as 14 cities in the list of
the 20 most polluted cities in
the world globally, according
to the latest World Health
Organisation (WHO) and IQAir
World Air Quality Report.

Air  purifiers should be
selling more than they do,
though market numbers do
indicate a higher adoption
rate in the past couple of
years. It is a market that's
dominated by a mix of legacy

-

electronics brands such as

Philips, Sharp and Honeywell,
those who claim to be air
quality specialists such as
Dyson, IQAir and Blueair, as
well as plucky new-age tech
companies such as Xiaomi

The company hopes
technology will play a role in
differentiation. Unlike other

its

home and commercial air
purifiers which use multiple
layers of filters, often the fabric
HEPA  (or high-efficiency
particulate air filter) or a
variation of metal mesh, Air
For Life uses an evolution of
something NASA used in the
Mars Rover in 2020. It is called
PCO, photocatalytic
oxidation. It was used in space,
tofilter anindoor gas emission,
called ethylene. Incidentally, a
lot of the fresh fruits and

or

vegetables, ripen because of
this gas.

“India is the hottest market
for us to get into you know,
we're even happy to lower the
cost price, so that we're able
to have some kind of market
entry into India,” says Vitale, a
generous dose of regret all
too apparent. “m willing to do
whatever it takes really, to be
honest with you. It's just that
we need to be paired with the
right support” Vitale's grit
unmistakable. “We've fine-
tuned and improved the
original NASA technology by
converting it into a nano
technology. We've made sure
that there's no harmful
by-products because
normally  this  kind
technology produces ozone,"
says Vitale.

of

RBI chief Shaktikanta Das conferred '‘Governor of

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). RBI
Governor  Shaktikanta Das,
who was chosen for the
prestigious Governor of the
Year Award 2023 earlier this
year, has said that central
banks at the core of monetary
and financial systems have
been called to do “heavy
lifting” well beyond their
traditional mandate.

Das the
award by ‘Central Banking'
which definitively covers and
analyses issues around the

was conferred

the Year' award in London

5
oy

TRAL

world's central banks and
financial regulators following
the summer meetings of the
organisation in London on
Tuesday.
When the
announced in March,
organisers said that the
Reserve Bank of India
Governor is being honoured
because he has cemented
critical reforms, overseen
world-leading  payments
innovation and steered India
through difficult times with a

award was
the

steady hand and well-
crafted turn of phrase.

“COVID had a devastating
impact worldwide, and densely
populated  India  looked
particularly vulnerable. It was
in managing this crisis that Das
had perhaps his greatest
impact, appearing as a voice
of calm amid the fear, and
steering the RBI deftly between
intense political pressures on
one side and economic disaster
on the other,” ‘Central Banking’
said in a statement.
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