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As robots take over, Aston
Martin trusts the charm of

handcrafted luxury cars

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). 0 to
100 kilometers per hour in
about 4.5 seconds. Top speed,
limited to 291km/h. You hear it
before you see it. That, from
an SUV which weighs about
2,245 kilograms. The Aston
Martin DXB is fast, and it has a
cousin that's faster still. The
more powerful DXB707 does
the dash in 3.3 seconds,
topping 310 km/h and weighs
the same. A car that's still
made in the traditional way,
in an era where automation
and robots are otherwise
dominating production lines.

This luxury sports SUV, or

sports utility vehicle, sits
beside the Valhalla and
Valkyrie, two cars that also go
to the very limits of
performance. Competition is
tough too. The Bentley

Urus

syrup: Report

9. 12,700 regularised
teachers’ salaries
hiked by 3 times:
Punjab CM

6. Women tech staff's
attrition rate is
worrisome: K'taka
IT Minister

and Ferrari Purosangue, some
examples  of legendary
carmakers with new SUVs,
thereabouts in terms of
performance and built by
hand to different degrees.
Stuart Lord, who is Head of
Manufacturing  Operations
Aston  Martin  Lagonda,
forewarned us, as HT
embarked on a very rare visit
to the manufacturing and
testing site for the iconic
British luxury sports car
manufacturer. “The chance to
go on the test track in a DBX,
and that normally ends up
with one thing that | call the

Aston Martin smile,”
us. Something akin
Cheshire cat, if you may.

Lord previously worked with
Ford and Jaguar Land Rover

he tells
to a

too, across 11 countries
globally.

From the moment you step
into the Aston Martin Lagonda
Production and Technology
Centre in Wales, prominence
of the human element is clear.
Not just the car's interface
with those who own one, or
that production relies more
on humans than machines.
The two large, iconic displays
as one enters the building, are
unmissable - they list the
name of every person who
has worked on making cars
for the company. Lord proudly
points to his name. Quite a
few have joined since.

That's a choice Aston
Martin makes, hand-crafted

attention to detail, being the
underlying sentiment.
Competition is tough, and
Aston Martin is not feeling any
pressure to move to
automation to quicken the
processes on what is a
massive factory floor. So
much so, even the final checks
on the paint are done purely
by the human eye.

“Everything you'll see on
thevehicleis truly handmade.
So right down to the centre
console to the bits you don't
see. The labour that goes
into the car here is very much
in terms of handmade, which
is a massive differentiator
for us. Every car will have an
owner on the build, and we
do not build to stock,” says
Lord. The waiting period is
usually around 6 months, but
it can often be as long as a
year.

Gautam Adani targets Hidenburg report after 5
months: ‘Was aimed at damaglng reputatlon

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Five
months after a bombshell
short seller report lopped off
billions of dollars in market
value of his empire, Gautam
Adani has reiterated that his
ports-to-energy conglomerate
remains confident in its
governance and disclosure
standards. (READ HERE |
Explainer: Adani vs
Hindenburg- All you need to
know about the story so far)

In the annual report of
group's flagship firm Adani
Enterprises Ltd, the Adani
Group chairman said a

Supreme Court -appointed
panel of experts found no
regulatory failure. Hindenburg
Research on January 24
accused Adani of "brazen stock
manipulation and accounting
fraud” as well as using
“labyrinthian network” of shell
companies for surreptitious

money 2

dat

that the has

our and

strongly denied, calling the
report "a calculated attack on

profits through a deliberate
drive-down of our stock prices,”

India”. In the annual report, he said. The short-selling
Adani, 61, said the US-based incident resulted in “several
short seller published the adverse consequences’, he
report "on the event of our  said. Even though we promptly
Republic Day". The report issued a comprehensive
lopped off close to USD 150  rebuttal, various vested
billion in market value of the interests tried to
group’s list ies at the  oppor exploit the

lowest point and led to Adani
losing the richest Indian tag.
“The report was a combination
of targeted misinformation
and outdated, discredited

claims made by the short
seller. These entities engaged
and  encouraged  false
narratives across various news
and social media platforms.”
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