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Akbar Al Baker, who helmed Qatar
Airways for 27 years as CEO, to step
down. Badr Al-Meer named his successor

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Akbar Al Baker, the chief
executive officer of Qatar
Airways, will step down
from his post after helming
the state-run carrier for 25
years.

“Qatar Airways Group
confirms after 27 years of
remarkable service, Qatar
Airways  Group  Chief
Executive - His Excellency
Mr. Akbar Al Baker, will be
stepping down from his
current position as Group
Chief Executive effective 5
November 2023, and will be
succeeded by Engr. Badr
Mohammed Al-Meer as
Group Chief Executive for
Qatar Airways”, the airline
said in a statement.

Here are five things you
need to know about Baker,
who built Qatar Airways
into a leading air carrier.

1. According to the
airline's website, Baker is a
graduate in  Economics
and Commerce and
worked at various levels in
the Civil Aviation
Directorate before taking
over as Qatar Airways CEO

in1997.

2. He holds a private pilot
license and is also CEO of
several divisions of Qatar's
national airline - including

Qatar Executive, Hamad
International Airport, Qatar
Aviation Services, Qatar
Aircraft Catering Company,
Qatar Distribution
Company, Qatar Duty Free
and Internal Media
Services.

3. Al Baker built Qatar

Airways into a long-
distance powerhouse
challenging  Gulf  rival

Emirates. His devotion to
delivering a premium
experience won plaudits
from customers but led to

clasheswithmanufacturers
Airbus SE and Boeing Co,
Bloomberg reported.

4. Al Baker went to court
with Airbus over an issue
with  flaking paint on
widebody A350 jets. The
matter was settled earlier
this year.

5. He also courted
controversywithcomments
at a 2018 event that a
woman could not do his
job “because it is a very
challenging position.”
Baker's retirement has
been anticipated for
several years but he has
always said he would step
down when he was asked
to.

Who was Parag Desai, man who built 22000
crore Wagh Bakri empire?

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
The Wagh Bakri group’s
executive director, Parag

Desai succumbed to
brain hemorrhage after he
suffered injuries following

Desai took the charge
of expanding the business
outside Ahmedabad and

crore and over 50 million
kg of tea distribution. The
company is present across

Desai, passed away on  an attack by stray dogs - introducedtheecommerce 24 Indian  states and

sunday in Ahmedabad,  outside his residence last o platform buyteacom. He  exports to some 60

the company announced  week, reported \ also spearheaded the  countries.

on social media. He was  Ahmedabad Mirror. A — group's sales, marketing pParag  Desai also

49, The fourth-generation e and exports division. transformed the tea group
We'renowonWhatsApp.  entrepreneur of the tea The Wagh Bakii Group,  strategically and launched

Click to join. conglomerate, Desai held which was founded in 1892 over 70 tea lounges and

The company, in an
Instagram story, said, “With
profound grief, we regret to
inform the sad demise of
our beloved Parag Desai".

an MBA from the long
Island  University in New
York, USA. One of the two
executive directors on the

when  the

Group, Desai joined the
family business in 1995
company's

by Narandas

revenue was less than 100

board of Wagh Bakri Tea

crore.

Desai,
operates as one of the  also
leading  packaged
companies in India with a
turnover of over 22,000

tea  group's

tea worlds across India. He
strengthened  the
e-commerce,
social and digital media
presence.
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