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Delhi high court stays ED’s

investigation against Hero
MotoCorp’s Pawan Munjal

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
Delhi high court on Friday
stayed the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) probe
against Hero MotoCorp
executive chairman Pawan
Munjal in connection with
allegations that foreign
currency equivalent to 54
crore was illegally taken out
of India by Munjal and others.

Abench of justice Saurabh
Banerjee ordered the stay
on the money laundering
probe against Munjal on the
ground that the court on

November 3 stayed
proceedings by the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), which

formed the basis for the ED
case.

“Accordingly, there shall
be a stay of proceedings
under the ECIR (Enforcement
Case Information Report),"
the high court said. The
bench clarified that the stay
only applied to proceedings
against Pawan Munjal and
ED was free to proceed
against other accused.

Munijal, appearing through
senior advocates Mukul
Rohatgi, Sandeep Sethi and
Dayanan Krishnan, reasoned
that the ED probe could not
continue since there was a
stay on the DRI proceedings.

“The cause of action is the
(DRI) compilaint. The show

cause resulted in
exoneration. In that case, the
court stayed the

proceedings... then this ECIR
summons should be stayed.
The result in this case will
depend on the first matter,”
Rohatgi argued. Munjal has
also asked the high court to
quash the ECIR registered by

ED in July 2023 and sought
the ECIR’s records.

In August this year, ED
officials searched Munjal's
residential and business
premises and others as part
of its investigation. On
November 10, ED attached
three properties worth
22495 crore under the
provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), saying Munjal got
issued foreign exchange/
foreign currency in the name
of other persons and
thereafter utilised the same
for his personal expenditure
abroad.

Amazon to cut 'several hundred’ jobs in Alexa division

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Amazon.com on Friday
announced it is trimming jobs
at its Alexa voice assistant
unit, citing shifting business
priorities and a greater focus
on generative artificial
intelligence.

The cuts affect several
hundred employees working
on Alexa, according to the
email. A spokeswoman
declined to elaborate on
exactly how many were
affected.

"We're shifting some of our

Amazonc

efforts to better align with our
business priorities, and what
we know matters most to
customers - which includes
maximizing our resources
and efforts focused on
generative Al," Daniel Rausch,
vice president of Alexa and
Fire TV, said in the email.

“These shifts are leading us to
discontinue some initiatives.”

Amazon has been pulling
back in a variety of divisions
this month, including in its
music and gaming divisions
and some human resources
roles.

While most of the jobs

affected were in the devices
division, a few were working
on Alexa-related products in
a different unit, a
spokeswoman said. Many
companies are shifting
resources to generative Al,
which can create software

code and lengthy text
responses  from short
prompts.

Alexa is a voice assistant
that can be used to set timers,
ask search queries, play
music, or as a home
automation hub.
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