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. Laddu weighing
1265 Kg to be
offered at Ayodhya
Ram Temple

2. Beautiful soul lives
forever: Tharoor
on wife Sunanda's
death anniversary

3. 170 flights
affected, 20 trains
delayed due to
Delhi fog

4. Hit-and-run
victim run over by
hundreds of cars
amid dense fog
on highway near
Ghaziabad

5. Sorry state of
affairs: Tharoor
to Centre on flight
disruptions

6. Now bullets will
not be fired on the
streets of Ayodhya:
UPCM

Smartphone makers are
wasting no time in the race
for innovation and loyalty

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). It
didn't take long for the
sequence of events to unfold.
Infact, wheels were in motion
even as the previous year
drew to a close, with
smartphone brands
attempting to draw an
advantage from smart
timing. Nevertheless, the
pace of developments has
been rapid. A paradox that
usually takes a quarter to be
able to successfully illustrate
unfolding dynamics of the
marketplace with numbers
has been compressed in a
couple of weeks. That's
where we are with
smartphones in India in
2024.

New launches, renewed
competition across price
points, powerful chips with
an evolving artificial
intelligence (Al) layer as well
as business appointments
ahead of a crucial year, a
collective and relentless
theme. There hasn't been
any lull before an inevitable
storm. We can only wait for
the passage of time before
the quarterly numbers come

through, but phone makers
aren't taking any time to get
up to speed.

Barely a few days in this
year, Vivo launched its
flagship phone, the Vivo X100
Pro, which has set new
goalposts  for camera
performance. Upcoming
flagship phones will have a
tough time matching, and
bettering, the X100 Pro’s
camera and Al image
processing performance.
The smartphone maker has
drawn maximum advantage
from its partnership with
photography giants Zeiss,
for optimising colours,image
processing specific photo
modes. That'll be a
continuous theme through

the year, as OnePIus W|th
Hasselblad and Xiaomi with

Leica, will improve
computationalphotography.

Xiaomi's  pursuit  for
premium phones is writing
another chapter, with the
Redmi Note 13 series that too
went on sale this month, with
prices bookended between
216,999 and ¥33,999. The
phones last year were more
expensive than the
generation that went before,
and the trajectory continues
this year - success with
sales despite that upward
movement on the price tag,
reason for confidence.
Between In HI 2023, 1 million
Redmi Note 12 phones were
shipped globally.

HDFC Bank shares fall 7% day after Q3
results; steep decllne In stock market

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Just a day after its
quarterly results were

posted, the shares of HDFC
Bank fell over 7 percent as
the markets opened on
Wednesday. The top
private lender reported
stagnant margins for a

second consecutive
quarter in  October-
December.

At 915 am on January
17, HDFC Bank share prices

were recorded at 21583.85
apiece,
percent from its previous
closing rate. On Tuesday,
HDFC shared had closed
at 21,678.95.

falling seven

Not only on the Indian
stock market, but the
Us-listed shares of HDFC
Bank fell 6.71 per cent on

the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE) after the

Q3 results, caused by
muted margins in the Q3
earnings report.

HDFC Bank reported a
standalone net profit of
163.73 billion rupees ($1.97
billion) for the quarter
ended December, beating
analysts' expectations of
156.51 billion rupees, per
LSEG data. However, NIM
remained stagnant at
3.4%, compared with the
previous quarter.
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