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1. Suspectin
Bengaluru cafe
blast caught on
CCTV, seen wearing
cap & carrying bag

2. Bengaluru Blast
Suspect Caught on
CCTV with ‘Bomb
Bag’

3. Exclusive Pics Of
Bengaluru Cafe
Blast Suspect

4. Gadkari issues
legal notice to
Congress leaders
Kharge, Ramesh for
defamation

5. Assam CM Sarma
expresses gratitude
and unveils
development plans

6. President Droupadi
Murmu attends
brahma kumaris’
golden jubilee

India are as packed as
a railway station

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Passengers are flocking to the
lounges in  search  of
complimentary food, drinks
and a chance to be seated
comfortably and charge their
devices. The problem? Almost
every other passenger is doing
that too!

Popularised by growing
shorts and reels talking about
“free ka khana” (free food) in
two rupees, passengers who
were earlier eligible but
unaware also took to the
lounge culture at Indian
airports. With higher credit and
debit card penetration and
banks making the “lounge visit”
the main attraction for cards to
push more cards in the market,
the lines outside most lounges
in the country were getting
longer.

Hindustan Times - your
fastest source for breaking
news! Read now.

With India crossing the pre
COVID travel numbers, there
has been a situation lately that
we have more passengers,
same sized lounge and a large

number of people with debit
and credit cards which grant
lounge access and queue up
to spend some time at the
lounge.

The lounge when they
began were meant to be
exclusive, largely for business
travellers who would want
some quiet time before the
flight to relax, work and have a
quick bite. The idea was to
make people productive at the
airport. What it turned into
instead is a place to hog on to
food and cold drinks and
charge devices. Part of the
reason is also the increase in
low cost airlines keeping
passengers away from warm
food in most cases and a full

meal in all cases.

What this has meant is that
the erstwhile high-end high-
rewards credit card and
spending to visit airport
lounges is a thing of the past
and the exclusive spaces for
an elite few has become a
must-stop for thousands. This
has led to a challenge for both
airports and credit card
companies.

To increase credit card
penetration, the issuing banks
and card companies started
offering lounge access as a frill.
What was earlier reserved for
premium classes of service or
certain frequent flyer status,
suddenly became accessible
for certain cards.

GST revenues reach 21.68 lakh cr in February,
fourth-highest monthly collections

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). GST collections
rose by 12.5 per cent to Z1.68 lakh crore in
February 2024 compared to the year-ago
period buoyed by an increase in domestic
sales as well as imports.

With this, the gross GST collection in
April-February of the current fiscal stood
at 218.40 lakh crore, up by 11.7 per cent
year-on-year.

"Gross Goods and Services Tax (GST)
revenue collected for February 2024 is
Z1,68,337 crore, marking a robust 12.5 per
cent increase compared to that in the
same month in 2023. This growth was
driven by a 13.9 per cent rise in GST from
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domestic transactions and 8.5 per cent
increase in GST from import of goods," a
finance ministry statement said.

The average monthly collections in the
current fiscal stood at Z1.67 lakh crore,
higher than 21.5 lakh crore in the previous
fiscal. GST revenue net of refunds for
February 2024 is 21.51 lakh crore, a growth

of 13.6 per cent over February 2023.

The central government settled 241,856
crore to Central GST and 235,953 crore to
State GST from the Integrated GST
collected. This translates to a total
revenue of 273,641 crore for CGST and
275,569 crore for SGST after regular
settlement in February.

The highest-ever GST collection was
recorded at Z1.87 lakh crore in April 2023,
followed by Z1.74 lakh crore in January
2024, and Z1.72 lakh crore in October 2023.
In February 2024, the collections came in
at Z1.68 lakh crore, the fourth-highest
monthly collections so far.
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