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1. Mumbai hoarding
owner brought
to Mumbai after
arrest in Udaipur

2. Kapil Sibal
elected SC Bar
Association
President for the
4th time

3. Mumbai's K East-
West, P South to
face 16-hr water
cut on May 22-23

4. What is your
price Mamata,
%10 lakh:
Ex-judge & BJP's
Abhijit

5. U'khand bans
VIP darshan at
Char Dhams till
May 31 amid
huge crowd
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UN revises India’'s 2024

economic growth
projection to 6.9%

NEW DEIHI, (Agency)
The United Nations has
revised upwards India’s
growth projections for
2024, with the country’s
economy now forecast to
expand by close to seven
per cent this year, mainly
driven by strong public
investment and resilient
private consumption.

The World Economic
Situation and Prospects
as of mid-2024, released
Thursday, said, “Indid’s
economy is forecast to
expand by 6.9 per cent in
2024 and 6.6 per cent in
2025, mainly driven by
strong public investment
and resilient private
consumption. Although
subdued external
demand will continue to
weigh on merchandise
export growth,
pharmaceuticals  and
chemicals exports are
expected to expand
strongly.”

The 6.9 per cent
economic growth
projections for India in the
mid-year update is an
upward revision from the

6.2 per cent GDP forecast
made by the UNin January
this year. The UN World
Economic Situation and
Prospects (WESP) 2024
report that was launched
in January had said that

growth in India was
projected to reach 6.2 per
cent in 2024, amid robust
domestic demand and
strong growth in the
manufacturing and
services sectors. The
projection in January for
India’'s GDP growth for
2025 remains unchanged
at 6.6 per centin the latest
assessment  of the
economic situation.

The update said that

consumer price inflation
in India is projected to
decelerate from 5.6 per
cent in 2023 to 45 per
cent in 2024, staying
within the central bank’s
two to six per cent
medium-term target
range. Similarly, inflation
rates in other South Asian
countries declined in 2023
and are expected to
decelerate further in 2024,
ranging from 2.2 per cent
in the Maldives to 33.6 per
cent in Iran. Despite some
moderation, food prices
remained elevated in the
first quarter of 2024,
especially in Bangladesh
and India.

A refined and powerful JBL Authentics 500
puts Marshall Woburn lll on notice

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Many music
lovers, when they have serious
money to spend, tend to consider
Marshall’'s speakers. And with good
reason, because for many a listening
experience, they do setabenchmark.
For years. It's not as straightforward
anymore, because competition
comes from JBL, and their new
Authentics speaker line-up that
spans three sizes, different price
points and matches Marshall’s
speaker range spec for spec. The
Authentics 500, which is JBL's

flagship in this range, is following
through on the potential, with
delivery. Here's how the contours
stack up. The smallest of the troika,
the JBL Authentics 200 is priced at
239,999 while the middle child, the

Authentics 300 sports a price tag of
49,999. The one we're reviewing
here, the JBL Authentics 500 is the
flagship, setting you back by
£69,999. These will compete against
Marshall's Acton I, Kilburn Il and
Woburn 1ll. JBL has kept feature
parity to an extent, but the audio
hardware sees a step forward
between the Authentics 200 to the
Authentics 300 (also, the only
speaker to get battery too), whereas
things get really serious with the
Authentics 500.
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