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FSSAI tightens antibiotic residue limits
after microbes become resistant,

treatments become harder : Report

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) has
tightened antibiotics residue
norms for meat and meat
products, milk and milk
products, poultry, eggs and
aquaculture, according to
an Economic Times report.

This means that the
permissible levels  of
antibiotic residue have been
lowered, and more drugs
have been placed on the
food safety regulator's watch
list.

This has been done to
tackle the increasing
problem of ‘superbugs,
which are bacteria and fungi
that have gone on to develop
resistance to antibiotics and
other medications due to the
overuse of the
aforementioned drugs.

Thisis a huge health threat
and India also has one of the
highest rates of bacterial or
fungal resistance to
antimicrobial agents,

according to the report.

What are the diseases
that are now at risk of being
harder to treat because of
antibiotic resistance?

The same microbes that
cause diseases like urinary
tract infections (UTIs), blood
infections, pneumonia, and
typhoid have developed
resistance to commonly
used antibiotics, making
treatment more difficult,
according to an Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) report.

However, the newly
revised norms will come into
effect from April 1, 2025. The
current residue limit was set
way back in 2011.

‘If enforced strictly, the
regulations will ensure safer
food products for consumers
by setting stricter residue

and contaminant  limits
across a variety of food items
and help in dealing with
antimicrobial resistance,” the
report quoted George
Cheriyan, working president
of Consumers Protection
Association (CPA), as saying.

Apart from this, the FSSAI
also prohibited the use of
antibiotics in honey
production and has reset the

limit of the chemicals
ochratoxin A and
deoxynivalenol in wheat,

wheat bran, barley, rye and
coffee, the report read.

Afcons Infrastructure IPO disappoints, list-
ed at an 8% discount on NSE: See details

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Afcons Infrastructure Ltd was
listed at 426 on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) and at
2430.05 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE), both of which
are lower than the originally
set price band of 440-463
per equity share.

The NSE listing has a 7.99%
discount from the upper end
of the price band and a 3.1%
discount from the lower end
of the price band while the
BSE listing has a 7.6%
discount from the upper end
and a 2.31% discount from
the lower end.

What are the details of

Afcons Infrastructure's IPO?

Afcons Infrastructure Ltd is a
65-year-old infrastructure
engineering and construction
firm belonging to the Shapoor;ji
Pallonji group, having done 76
projects across 15 countries in
Asia, Africa, and West Asia.

The company’'s IPO was
between October 25 and 29,
raising 25,430 crore through
fresh shares as well as an offer
for sale.

Share allotment  was
finalised on October 30.

Company employees were
given a reservation of 596,659
shares at a discount of 44 to

the issue price.
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