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Delhi in 2024 saw
highest 'Good

To Moderate' air
quality days since
2018

Militants open
fire, throw bombs
in fresh attack in
Manipur

Bengaluru
welcomes new
year with dazzling
lights, tight
security

Mother & 4
daughters found
dead in hotel room
on New Year, son
arrested for murder
in UP

What option does
Indian nurse
Nimisha, who has
been sentenced to
death in Yemen,
have?

Sanjay Raut
assaulted by Sena
UBT workers at
Matoshree: Report
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RBI to auction 4.73

lakh crore in govt bonds
from January 2025

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The Reserve Bank of
India will sell government bond worth 4.73
lakh crore in January-March quarter of 2025

on State Governments and Union territories.

The weekly schedule of auctions to be held
during the quarter along with the name of
States/UTs who have confirmed participation,
the RBI added in its notification.

The central bank informed that the actual
amount of borrowings and the details of the
States/UTs participating would be intimated
by way of press releases two/ three days prior
to the actual auction day and would depend
on the requirement of the State Governments/
UTs, approval from the Government of India
under Article 293(3) of the Constitution of
India and the market conditions.

"RBI would endeavour to conduct the

auctions in a non-disruptive manner, taking
into account the market conditions and other
relevant factors and distribute the borrowings
evenly throughout the quarter,” the RBI added.

The central bank stated that the RBI
reserves the right to modify the dates and the
amount of auction in consultation with State
Governments/UTs.

Government bond or Government Security
(G-Sec) is a tradeable instrument issued by
the Central Government or the State
Governments.

It acknowledges the Governments debt
obligation. Such securities are short term (usually
called treasury bills, with original maturities of less
than one year) or long term (usually called
Government bonds or dated securities with

original maturity of one year or more).

WhatsApp Pay gets NPCI nod for
nationwide UPI user expansion

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has
removed the user limit for onboarding on
WhatsApp Pay, effective immediately.
According to a statement from NPCI,
WhatsApp Pay can now offer UPI services
to its entire user base in India.

Previously, NPCI allowed WhatsApp Pay
to increase its UPI user base in phases, with
a cap of 100 million users. This restriction
has now been lifted, enabling WhatsApp

Pay to expand its services without limits.

WhatsApp Pay will continue to adhere
to all existing UPI guidelines and circulars
for Third-Party Application Providers
(TPAPs), according to NPCI.

In 2020, NPCI imposed a user cap of one
million on WhatsApp Pay, which was
gradually raised to 100 million by 2022.

This cap has now been fully removed.
The initial restrictions were put in place to
ensure a smooth rollout and avoid

overburdening the banking infrastructure.
With the UPI ecosystem now more stable,
NPCI has approved the removal of the cap,
allowing WhatsApp Pay to expand its user
base.

The National Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI), established by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and the Indian Banks'
Association (IBA), serves as the umbrella
organisation for retail payment and
settlement systems in India.
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