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Centre to give automatic

‘Right of Way’ permissions
for BharatNet project

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Government entities, such as
public works departments,
will now automatically give
permissions to lay down
optical fibre in rural areas
under the BharatNet Project
after the central government
notified the initiative as a
“special project” in “public
interest” under the
Telecommunications (Right
of Way) Rules, 2024, that
came into effect on January
1.

No access fee will have
to be paid to public entities,
but permissions will still be
required for RoW over
private  property, and
applicable  fees  and
charges will need to be
paid. “In exercise of the
powers conferred by sub-
rule (1) of rule 12 of the
Telecommunications (Right
of Way) Rules, 2024, the
Central
public
notifies the “BharatNet”, as

Government, in
interest, hereby

a special project for the
establishment of
telecommunication

network,” the gazette
issued on
January 1stated. Under Rule
12 of the RoW Rules (notified
in September), the central

government can

notification

notify
projects as  “special
projects” in “public interest”
for which all permissions
required for establishing
the overground or
underground network will
be “deemed to have been
granted” and the digital
portal will automatically
generate a “deemed
permission”  for  such

applications. The public

UPI transactions touched record 16.73
billion in December 2024: NPCI| data

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Transactions through the
popular Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) touched a
record 16.73 billion in
December, recording a growth
of 8 per cent over the
preceding month, according
to data released by the
National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI).

In November, the UPI

transaction count was 15.48
billion.

NPCI said the value of the
transactions worked at 223.25
lakh crore in December 2024
as against 221.55 lakh crore in
November.

The average daily
transaction count during
December was 539.68 million,
up from 516.07 million in
November.

In value terms, the average
daily transaction amounted to
274,990 crore in December.
This compares with 71,840
crore in November. NPCI, an
initiative of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and the Indian
Banks' Association, is an
umbrella organisation for
operating retail payments and
settlement systems in India
(1BA).

entity in charge will provide
the terms and conditions
forthis“deemed permission”
within seven days.
“BharatNet has been a
high priority for the Indian
government’s digital
expansion as in
combination with 5G, it will
serve the connectivity
needs of India’s massive
rural expanse. The project
has been underway for
some time, and is known to
face RoW challenges,
mostly due to delay in
permissions from multiple

states and panchayats.
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