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industry struggles
amid rising costs

2. Cadaver shortage
impacts medical
training in
Telangana

3. BRS to opt out of
Telangana MLC
polls, focus on
local body polls

4. PM Modi takes a
dig at Congress
in Rajya Sabha,
recites 'shayari'

5. Kameshwar
Chaupal who laid
first brick for Ram
Temple dies

6. RBI's new
Governor Sanjay
Malhotra cuts repo
rate by 25 bps
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iPhone SE 4 launch: Apple's
entry-level model up for an

%R, THaR

overhaul in coming days

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Apple’'s new iPhone SE 4
model is nearing release,
and the company plans to
unveilthe much-anticipated
overhaul to its entry-level
smartphone in the coming
days.

Apple first came out with
the SE model in 2016 as an
entry-level smartphone. The
current model came out in
2022 but lacks a face ID and
Is the only model in the
company's lineup with a
home button. The new
version will look more like
the iPhone 14 and also
include Apple Intelligence,
the company’s Al software.

The announcement is
expected as early as next
week, ahead of it going on

sale later in the month,
Bloomberg reported. The
device is likely to be

launched on the tech giant's
website, with a launch event

- -
()
highly unlikely. the device in certain

The move is being seen
as a bid by Apple to
modernise its lower-cost
model to spur growth and
entice consumers to switch
from other brands.

There are already telltale
signs that the new phone is
coming. Inventory of the
current iPhone SE has dried
up at Apple retail stores in
many parts of the US, which
typically happens before a
refresh.

Apple retail employees at
several stores say that
inventory has been
dwindling for weeks and
customers who want to buy

configurations sometimes
need to be turned away.

The phone remains
available for purchase on
Apple’s online store but
some configurations,
including a red version with
256 GB of storage, aren't
shipping  until  March.
Stockpiles of the iPhone 14
and 14 Plus also are running
low.

The current SE costs $429,
which is hundreds less than
the $799 regular iPhone 16.
Given the new features and
design of the updated SE 4
model, Apple may increase
that price.

Akasa Air raises funds from Azim
Premji, Ranjan Pai famlly offices

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).ndia’s
youngest airline, Akasa Air, said
on Thursday that it has signed
agreements with investors to
raise fresh capital. The airline
said that a group of prominent
Indian investors, including Premji
Invest (the investment arm of
Azim Premji), Claypond Capital
(Dr. Ranjan Pai's investment
office), and funds managed by
360 ONE Asset, an asset
management firm, have signed
agreements to invest in Akasa
Air. The airline said the family of
Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala has committed

late billionaire

additional capital to support the

airline.

Jhunjhunwala’s
in August 2022
played a key role in starting the
airline. “These agreements are

investment

pending regulatory approval,”
the airline said.Akasa Air has a

market share of 4.6%, next to
IndiGo and the Air India group
that together control nearly 90%
of India’'s domestic aviation
market. Vinay Dube, founder
and the airline’s chief executive

officer said these were not just
financial transactions but an
investment in the airline’s vision
and commitment. “We are
thankful  to

investors

our marquee
placing their
confidence in Akasa Air and its
leadership, the
Jhunjhunwala family for their

unwavering faith in the Akasian

for

and to

dream. These investment
agreements will empower us to
build on the future that every
Akasian has envisioned—one
that's bright for each of us as
well as for all of India, as we
transform the way customers

experience air travel,” he said
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