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Wheat acreage at a

three-year high: Forecast

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
size of India’s wheat crop, the
main winter staple, has
to 328 million

hectares, a three-year high,

expanded

according to the season's
final estimates by the Roller
Flour Millers’ Federation of
India, the apex industry body.

The government too is
expected to put out its
updated estimates soon, as
the grain, key to the country’s
food security,
maturing stage.

enters its

A senior official of the
federation said geotagged
surveys showed a robust
jump in acreage, which will
likely keep prices stable.

“The crop is in
condition and

robust
ongoing
rainfall due to the (western)
disturbance has been greatly
beneficial, although there
prevails a bit of climate
uncertainty, causing
speculative activity,” said
Navneet Chitlangia, director
of the federation at a

conclave.
“We have urged the
government to lower

import taxes to at least
10%, which will help quell
any speculation in the
markets and to also set up
a wheat board on the lines
of the Makhana (foxnut)
Board in Bihar to bring
scientists, policymakers
and industry on a common

platform,” the federation
official said.

Union secretary
Sanjeev Chopra said the
government had sufficient

food

stocks and sold 3 million
tonnes to millers and traders
this year so far. Chitlangia
said this government sale
helped to bring down wheat
prices by about 2300 per
quintal (100 kg).

What's new with the 8th pay commission? By how much
can central government employee salaries get hiked?

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
8th Pay Commission was
approved by the Union
Cabinet on January 16, 2025
for revising the salaries of
central government
employees.

The National Council-Joint
Consultative Machinery
(NC-JCM) had asked for a
fitment factor of at least 2.57
(which is the same as the 7th
Pay Commission) or higher,
according to several reports.

What is fitment factor and
what does a 257 fitment
factor mean for central
government employees?

Fitment factor refers to the
multiplication unit which is

used for revising the base
salaries and pensions of
government employees.

For instance, a fitment
factor of 2.67 means a 157 per
cent salary hike.

As a result, the current
minimum salary of 218,000

per month will then increase
to 246,260.

Even the minimum pension
of 9,000 per month will get
hiked to 223,130.

The 7th Pay Commission
had the same the 2.57 fitment
factor which led to a 157 per

cent hike in salaries and
pensions, taking the minimum
salary from 27,000 to 218,000.

There was also a demand
for a fitment factor of 2.86
underthe8thPayCommission,
according to a Newsl8 report.
However, former finance
secretary Subhash Garg in an
interview said this was like
“asking for the moon." He then
suggested a fitment factor of
around 1.92.

However, if the fitment
factor of 1.92 gets approved, it
will increase central
government employees’
minimum salary from 18,000
to 34,560, which is a hike of
92 per cent.
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