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India’'s home prices, rent

costs to climb faster than
inflation this year: Report

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
India's average home prices
and rental costs are set to
outpace consumer inflation
this year according to a
Reuters poll of housing
experts who were split on
whether affordability for first-
homebuyers

worsen or improve.

time would

While faltering economic
growth, stagnant wages and
a dearth of well-paying jobs
have left millions of working-
class families with depleted
savings, home prices have
nearly doubled in the past
decade in a housing market
dominated and driven by
those with high incomes.

In addition, a mismatch
between strong demand and
limited supply has inflated
home prices to a point where
tens of millions are having to
rent. Average home prices in
India will surge 6.5% this year

and 6.0% next, following a rise

of about 4.0% last year,
according to median
forecasts in a February

17-March 4 survey of 14
property market experts.
That outlook was barely
changed from a December
poll, taken before the Reserve
Bank of India began cutting
interest rates in what is
expected to be a short and
shallow cycle. Urban rental
costs were set to climb even
faster, jumping 7.0%-10.0%
over the coming year. Such

would far

an increase
outpace consumer inflation,
which is expected to average
4.3% and 4.4% over the next
two fiscal years, according to
a separate Reuters survey.

With rents soaring, the
path to homeownership is
even steeper as first-time
buyers struggle to save for a
down payment.

"This is a double-whammy:
home prices will outpace
inflation and rents have
already been skyrocketing for
years.

Nothing Phone 3(a) series’ graceful evolution
blends Al with pristine refinement

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
There'ssomethingundeniably
elegant about Nothing’s
approach to the Phone 3(a)
and the Phone 3(a) Pro. The
chronology in the broader
scheme of things may be a
little  different —  the
perspective here being the
next flagship comes later
contrasting the competition’s
approach — but there is little
else to suggest that the British
tech startup has lost any of
its uniqueness. The Nothing
Phone 3(a) and Phone 3(a)
Pro couldn’t really have been
any more different in key
areas, whilst keeping the

same

This

foundation.
approach is one that ideally

gives buyers a nice array of

choice, but nothing too
drastic that they end up with
a confused purchase.

The Nothing Phone 3(a)

prices will start at 22,999 for
the 8GB RAM and 128GB
storage spec as the entry
point, with an around 2,000
increment each for the
8GB+256GB and 12GB+256GB
upgrades. Whereas, the

Phone 3(a) Pro prices start at
227,999 with similar memory
and storage combinations
defined by also similar pricing
band differences. One of the
prime competitors would be
the OnePlus Nord 4 (prices

start at 29,999 before
various discounts and
cashback that remain in

play), as well as the Xicomi
Redmi Note 14 Pro (priced
24,999 onwards) and Redmi
Note 14 Pro+ (prices start
around Z30,999) while the
new Vivo V50 (this is priced
36,999 onwards) is
specifically competition for
Nothing Phone 3(a) Pro.
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