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1. Expectation is that
it will come down:
FM Sitharaman on
GST rates

2. Video shows
Tejashwi Yadav
ducking as drone
crashes on stage

3. Shimla building
collapses after
evacuation, road
construction
blamed

4. Mangaluru job
seeker loses 16
lakh in Facebook
visa scam

5. Mangaluru man
held for scamming
people by
pretending to sell
cars
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Indiaq, EU to focus on
market access in fast-
tracked FTA talks

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).India
and the European Union have
fast-tracked their free trade
negotiations, proposing
intensive deliberations on
crucial market access issues
such as eliminating tariff and
non-tariff barriers in the next
round of talks starting July 7
in Brussels, people familiar
with the matter said adding
that the two sides have
already agreed on nearly a
fourth of the 24-chapter deal.

With only about six months
left to a previously stated
deadline to conclude a
balanced, equitable and
mutually beneficial deal, both
sides are focused on core
elements of the proposed free
trade agreement (FTA), thee
people added, requesting
anonymity. Core elements
include key matters such as
removing tariff and non-tariff
barriers on trade in goods,

services trade, Dbilateral
investment, rules of origin
(ROO), sanitary and
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phytosanitary (sPs)
measures, and technical
barriers to trade (TBT), they
said.

“We have already achieved
near consensus on several
peripheral chapters, also
crucial for smooth functioning
of the FTA. These include good
regulatory practices (GRP),
transparency, mutual
administrative assistance in
customs matters, trade
facilitation, and intellectual
property rights (IPR),” one of
them said. Common grounds
have also been achieved in
several other chapters, a
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second person said. “Talks
have intensified and
negotiations have gained
significant momentum.
Frequency of meetings, both
virtual and face-to-face,
have gone up significantly
after leaders agreed to have
a deal by the end of 2025,” he
said. During the EU college of
commissioners’ India visit on
February 28,2025, its President
Ursula von der Leyen and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced that the FTA
agreement would be
concluded by the end of this
calendar year.

Boeing to replace CFO Brian West with
ex-Lockheed finance head

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Boeing
announced on Monday that it
will be replacing its Chief
Financial Officer Brian West with
Jesus "Jay" Malave, the former
finance chief of Lockheed
Martin. West will transition into
the role of senior advisor to
Boeing President and CEO Kelly
Ortberg. Malave has also been
named as the incoming
executive vice president. Both
appointments will take effect on
August 15.

According to Bloomberg, this
move represents the most high-
profile leadership change since
Ortberg assumed the CEO
position at Boeing last year.

In a statement, the company
said: “Boeing today announced

officer
become a senior advisor to
Boeing President and CEO Kelly
Ortberg, and Jesus 'Jay' Malave

a transition in its chief financial

role. Brian West will

has been elected as incoming
executive vice president and
chief financial officer. Both roles
are effective August 15.”

West, who has served as CFO
for the past four years, will
continue  supporting the
company during the transition
period, Boeing said. Known for
his long-standing professional
relationship with former Boeing
CEO Dave Calhoun from their
time at General Electric, West
oversaw Boeing's finances
during a turbulent period
marked by supply chain and
quality issues post-Covid. He
played a crucial role in
strengthening the company’s
cash flow, helping raise $24
billion through a near-record

equity sale last year, and
followed it up by managing the
$10.6 billion sale of Jeppesen
and other digital assets.

Ortberg acknowledged
West's contributions, saying: "I
want to personally thank Brian
for his outstanding work
navigating our recovery and
positioning the company for the
future. These past few years
have been some of the most
consequential in  Boeing's
history, and Brian successfully
guided us through last year's
historic capital raise and
ensured our team always had
the resources to continue the
critical work to strengthen
safety and quality across our
operations.
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