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MCP servers: Lure of sharing
your data with Al, and a likely
security nightmare

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). After
generative Al, large language
models, multi-modal
intelligence, artificial general
intelligence, and agentic Al,
the artificial intelligence (Al)
space is beginning to write
another chapter. The
phraseology we must wrap
our heads around, and you'll
increasingly hear about this, is
MCP, or Model Context
Protocol. It is supposed to
solveanintegration bottleneck,
one that would allow Al
systems to interact with
external data sources and
tools. But is this insulated
against security risks, while
handling personal data?

It may have gone under the
radar, but Al company
Anthropic first mooted the
idea of a singular connection
language for Al assistants with
other apps and systems users
access, late last year —
dubbed the “USB-C for Al"
Claude Sonnet 3.5 is their first
model, adept at building MCP
implementations for

connecting Al with datasets,
as a user may want to.

Know the latest trending
news with HT. Read detailed
articles here

Indian fintech Zerodha
launched an MCP integration
with  Anthropic’s Claude.
Among the things it can do is
curate portfolio insights, plan
trades, backtest investment
strategies, and generate
personal finance dashboards.
For users who aren't proficient
with the workings of the stock
market, these insights may
prove useful.

“MCPs are a new way for Al
systems to interact with real-
world services like trading
accounts,” says Nithin Kamath,
Founder and CEO of Zerodha,
pointingoutallthefunctionality
is free to access.

Globally, companies are
rushing to build MCP
integrations, and there’'s a
core rationale for this sudden
momentum. “Al agents and
assistants have become
indispensable creative

partners, yet current
workflows require users to
manually add context or
references, creating
complexity,” explains Anwar
Haneef, GM and Head of
Ecosystem at Canva.

NlLabs, which has built the
1lai personal voice assistant,
has bolted onMCP connections
with  platforms including
Perplexity and Slack.
Autonomous coding agent
Cline too can combine MCP
servers from Perplexity and
others, to create research
workflows.

Amazon Web Services or
AWS, in atechnical document,
explains MCP is an open
standard that creates a
universal language for Al
systems to communicate
with external data sources,
tools, and services.
Conceptually, MCP functions
as a universal translator,
enabling seamless dialogue
between language models
and the diverse systems, they
say.

Indian techie Soham Parekh accused by at least 5 US CEOs
of moonlighting: ‘Holy sh*t, we hired this guy a week ago’

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Soham Parekh, an Indian techie
has sent shockwaves through
Silicon Valley after it emerged
that he has been moonlighting
at several different companies.
The allegations against him
were first made by Playground
Al founder Suhail Doshi, who
accused the Indian techie of
working at three to four
companies simultaneously.

“PSA: there's a guy named
Soham Parekh (in India) who
works at 3-4 startups at the
same time. He's been preying
on YC companies and more.
Beware,” San Francisco-based
Suhail Doshi posted on X
yesterday. He added that
Parekh had worked briefly at

one of his companies last year
before his duplicity came to
light and he was fired within his
first week.

The allegations against
Soham Parekh

Since then, at least five other
companies have come forward
to accuse Soham Parekh of
scamming them. Many agreed
that he came across as
knowledgeable in his interviews

and managed to fool them
initially.

Flo Crivello, founder and CEO
of Lindy, said that he had hired
Soham Parekh a week ago and
acknowledged that he did
“incredibly well” in interviews.

“Holy sh*t. We hired this guy
a week ago. Fired this morning.
He did so incredibly well in
interviews, must have a lot of
training. Careful out there”
Crivello wrote. Crivello shared
notes from Parekh’s interview
where the Indian techie
mentioned that he had left
Antimetal due to time zone
differences and because it was
“turning into a finops company”
and he wasn't sure he wanted
to be a part of it.
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