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1. SC stays Bombay
HC’s order
acquitting all 12 in
2006 Mumbai train
blasts case

2. Over 1,500 orders
issued to block
online gambling
platforms: Govt

3. Over 4.7 lakh
fake NCERT books
seized in India
since 2024: Govt

4. Days of US tech
companies hiring
workers from India
over: Donald Trump

5. Claim of Jagdeep
Dhankhar asked
to vacate VP home
immediately fake:
Govt
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India to have freer

access to UK market as
landmark deal signed

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Indian professionals  will
gain freer access to the UK
and British exporters secure
easier entry to India’s vast
market through dramatic
tariff  cuts under a
comprehensive trade deal
signed between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his UK counterpart Keir
Starmer on Thursday, hailed
by both as a landmark
partnership for shared
prosperity.

The pact will boost two-
way commerce by $35
billion in the long run and
the two sides also unveiled
plans to negotiate a Double
Contribution  Convention
(bcc) that exempts
employers of Indian workers
from paying social security
contributions in the UK for
three years in what is
expected to particularly
help finance and technology
sector workers.

They will also work on a
Defence Industrial Roadmap
for closer cooperation on
military hardware. The DCC

will come into force
alongside the trade deal.

In London, Modi described
the deal as “not just an
economic partnership, but a
plan for shared prosperity”
that will benefit India’s youth,
farmers, fishermen and
MSME sector. Starmer said
the agreementis the “biggest
and most economically
significant  trade deal”
concluded by the UK since
leaving the European Union
(EU) in 2020 and also “one of
the most comprehensive

deals” by India. India and
Britain finalised the
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement in May
after more than three years
of negotiations, and the pact
was signed by commerce
minister Piyush Goyal and
his UK counterpart Jonathan
Reynolds during Modi's visit
to Britain. With the economic
turmoil unleashed by US
President Donald Trump's
tariffs as the backdrop, both
sides overcame long-
standing differences on
issues such as levies on
British alcohol and
automobiles, which are set
to drop.

Small screens and big ambitions
shape new Android flagships

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). An
intriguing shift is underway in
India’s smartphone market,
underlined by anew generation
of flagship phones. These are
smaller in size, and while
sporting similarly premium
price tags, better ergonomics
work in  their  favour.
Smartphone makers Xiaomi,
OnePlus, Vivo, as well as Apple
and Samsung, now sell
powerful phones with screen
sizes that are either 6.3-inches
or smaller.

Yet, there are layers to this
— overcoming challenges
posed by smaller dimensions,
sustaining consumer interest,

and making compact phones
more affordable.

In recent years, 6.7-inch and
thereabouts screen sizes
became the norm for flagships.
This evolution now puts the
widest selection of smaller

phones, for buyers to choose
from. The Vivo X200 FE, which
went on sale this week, finds
competition from the Xiaomi
15, OnePlus 13s, as well as
Samsung’s Galaxy $25 and the
iPhone 16e.

Current market prices peg
these between 50,000 and
€80,000.

“Compact flagships are
gaining priority in India as
users often face challenges
with large-screen
smartphones, such as
difficulty operating them with
one hand and maintaining a
secure grip, raising chances
of accidental drops. This has
made one-handed usability
a key consideration for many

consumers,” Tarun Pathak,
Research Director at
Counterpoint Research,
tells HT.
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