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Amid Trump's tariffs, Centre
to ramp up MSP cotton buys to

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
Centre will ramp up purchases
of cotton at federally-fixed
minimum support prices or
MSP to cushion farmers from
falling local rates, following the
government’s decision to
waive duty on imports of the
fibore and beef up an apparel
sector bracing for Trump’s 50%
tariff.

Already, farmers are battling
price pressures because textile
manufacturers prefer to import
cheaper short-staple fibre
because of higher domestic
rates. One of the country's
largest employers, the textile
industry
pleading the Uniongovernment
for a duty reprieve due to falling
margins
impact of the pandemic.

The Centre, having to prop
up the labour-intensive
apparel industry on the one
hand and cotton growers, on
the other, has directed the
state-run Cotton Corporation
of India (CCI) to prepare for
large purchases and buy as

itself had been

and a knock-on

shield farmers

much quantities as growers
bring to its procurement
centres, an official said.
Farmers tend to rely on the CCI
for floor prices, whenever
market prices crash. On August
28, India extended its 1%
import-duty exemption, which
includes an agricultural cess,
on cotton import till the end of
December. The tax break was
initially applicable between
August 19 and September 31. By
temporarily halting the levies,
the government aims to
stabilise inflation in products,
such as finished garments,
ease a raw-material crisis and

protect small and medium
enterprises, a statement on
August 19 official said. “We are
ready to buy as much as
farmers want us to and the
CCl is there to help cotton
growers,” Lalit Kumar Gupta,
managing director, CCI. For
the 2025-26 season, the
Centre has set an MSP for the
popular medium-staple
cotton at 27,710 per quintal
(100 kg), up 2589 from the
previous year. Importers say
the landed costs of fibre
sourced from abroad are
between 25000-6200 per 100

kg.

BSNL, OTTplay launch premium
packs with 300+ live TV channels

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Sw

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd.
has partnered with OTT
aggregator OTTplay to launch
premium mobile entertainment
packs, offering subscribers
access to leading OTT platforms
and over 300 live TV channels.

The move comes months
after BSNL's free rollout of BiTV

services in January, which
attracted strong user
engagement and spurred

demand for premium content.
With this new initiative, BSNL
aims to strengthen its digital
services portfolio and expand

its entertainment offerings
beyond connectivity.
The packs, powered by

Al-driven content

OTTplay’s

discovery platform, will deliver
curated access to movies, TV

shows, sports, news, and
regional programming. The
service is designed to reach
customers nationwide,
including in Tier 2 and Tier 3

cities, where BSNL's presence
remains strong.

BSNL's  Chairman  and
Managing Director Robert J Ravi
said the collaboration
underscores the company’s
focus on delivering more value
to mobile subscribers. “Our new

premium content packs, in
collaboration with OTTplay,
bring together the best of OTT
and live television in one
affordable offering, giving our
mobile users an unmatched
entertainment destination,” he
said. BSNL Director Sandeep
Govil highlighted the emphasis
on convenience through flexible
payment options and seamless
access via the BSNL Self Care
App and popular digital wallets
such as Google Pay and
PhonePe. Avinash Mudaliar,
coounder and CEO at OTTplay,
said the partnership is aimed at
bridging the digital divide by
making premium streaming
content more accessible.
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