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1. What are Indian-
Americans
doing who voted
for Trump: US
lawmaker

2. BMCremoves 1
lakh kg waste amid
Jarange's Maratha
quota protest

3. India has deciding
vote in 21st
century, US must
apologise & cut
tariffs to zero: US
expert

4. Agreement to sell,
unproved will
doesn't confer title:
SC

5. Official not party
to arbitration, not
valid service: SC
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GST council approves 2-slab
structure: What gets cheaper,
what gets costlier

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
GST Council on Wednesday
approved a major overhaul of
the indirect tax regime,
replacing the existing four-tier
structure of 5,12, 18, and 28 per
cent with a simplified two-rate
system of 5 and 18 per cent,
while introducing a special 40
per cent slab for select items.

The new rates will come into
force from September 22,
coinciding with the start of
Navaratri.

After a marathon 10.5-hour
meeting of the 56th GST
Council, Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said all
states unanimously backed
the rationalisation, which is
aimed at easing compliance,
lowering costs, and directly
benefitting consumers.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed the reform, saying
it would improve the lives of
citizens, particularly farmers,
MSMEs, small traders, and the
middle class while also giving
a boost to the economy.

What gets cheaper

Individual life and health

insurance policies will now
attract zero GST, down from 18
percent.Ultrahightemperature,
paneer, paratha, roti, pizza
bread, khakra and chena are
exempt from GST. Butter, ghee,
condensed milk, cheese, dry
fruits,jams, jellies,confectionery,
ice cream, pastry and biscuits,
corn flakes, and cereals will
now attract 5 per cent GST
instead of 12-18 per cent.
Fertiliser inputs like sulphuric
acid, nitric acid, and ammonia,
along with biopesticides and
micronutrients, are down to 5
per cent from 12-18 per cent.
Agricultural equipment,

At el

tractors, threshing, and soil-
preparation machinery  will
also be taxed at 5 per cent.
Small cars (petrol <1200cc,
diesel <1500cc) and
motorcycles up to 350cc will
attract 18 per cent GST instead
of 28 per cent. Small hybrid
cars also benefit. EVs remain at
5 per cent. Everyday items like
shampoo, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, talcum powder,
face powder, soaps, hair oil,
tooth powder, feeding bottles,
utensils, bicycles, umbrellas,
and bamboo furniture have
been brought down to 5 per
cent.

Acer bets on Aspire Go 14 Al’'s affordability,
because there’s little wow otherwise

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). It's
been a year, perhaps a bit
longer, and it's been a relentless
conversation about Al PCs, or
computing devices (laptops,
tablets and convertibles,
running Microsoft's Windows 11)
being the future. That
conversation however, had
been about an ecosystem
developed in what architects
and designers would call “top
heavy”. Expensive laptops,
much above the 21,00,000 price
point, showing us the future of
artificial intelligence layered on
the operating system and apps
that we are supposed to use.
Precious little has happened
with Al PCs at more affordable
price points, the HP OmniBook 7
Aero from earlier this summer, a

rare example. Acer is attempting
to change that with the Aspire
Go 14 Al, and the proposition
has worked to a large extent.
But it does leave me with a
distinct feeling, Acer could have
done more.

Acer, with the Aspire Go 14 Al
(NX.JF551.001 is the exact model)
that is priced at 259,999 and
built with a rather impressive

spec sheet, is trying to build a
new category of mainstream Al
PCs. The headline specs include

an Intel Core Ultra 5 125H
processor with a powerful
enough neural processing unit
rated at 11 TOPS or trillion
operations per second, 16GB
memory, 512GB storage and a
14-inchIPS, orin-plane switching
display which on a budget

laptop is ticking illumination as
well as vivid colour checkboxes
rather resoundingly. Most specs
are on point, but the question
really is, how well does this all
come together with Windows. It
is not as easy as you may
imagine, and that is something
| encountered soon enough.
There is something about the
design that absolutely doesn’t
tap a premium-ness aspect
that many a buyer would aspire
for. After all, this is still a lot of
money to part with for a laptop
that one hopes would be future-
proof enough to last a few years.
In the sea of slimmer and
thinner laptops, the Aspire Go 14
Al is still clinging to a design
language most common in a
prior generation of laptops.
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