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Tackling ‘drawer economy’
key to India’s $219 billion

renewed phone evolution

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
India's smartphone market
is witnessing a seismic shift,
one that has opened up a
viable alternative to owning
a premium device. Instead
of buying new and paying
the sticker price, Indians are
increasingly  considering
pre-owned smartphones,
which have been suitably
refurbished or renewed, as
an option for their next
purchase.

Data supports that vision,
and retail platforms are
lining up to find prime
positioning to cash in on this
trend. Research by Redseer
estimates India’s used
smartphone market will be
worth $10 billion by the end
of 2026. But as Mandeep
Manocha, co-founder and
chief executive officer of
re-commerce  platform
Cashify points out, growth is
still  restricted by an
“untapped drawer
economy”. One that has
consumers still holding to
their old, unused phones.

India’s refurbished
smartphone and
re-commerce sector is
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expected to be worth $21

9

billion by 2033, according to
re-commerce  platform
Cashify’s  latest  User

Behaviour Survey 2025 an
Whitepaper, released o
Wednesday.
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According to the report,

India shipped 151 millio

n

refurbished smartphones
through 2024, a 4% annual

increase compared with th
previous year. And every 3 i

e
n

5 refurbished phone buyers
chose an iPhone, in the first

half of 2025 — Appl

e

commands 62.9% market

share in this space, followe

d

by OnePlus (10.2%), Xiaomi
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(9.7%) and Samsung (6.1%).
What are refurbished
smartphones? These are
essentially pre-owned
pieces, but unlike typical
“used” products, these
undergo a series of checks,
with fixes and part swaps as
required, before they are
listed for sale again. This
oftenincludes anew battery.
Most re-commerce
platforms have multi-
layered checks in place and
offer warranty, making
renewed phones a better
bet over ‘second-hand’ or
pre-used phones that may
also be on sale elsewhere.

Apple iPhone 17 review: The default iPhone

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). There
is a distinctiveness that
underlines Apple’'s approach
to the standard iPhone in this
year's line-up, and it has
certainly taken a positive turn
as a result. At first glance, this
may seem familiar, but Apple’s
sharpened focus on the
hardware this year, more than
the last time of asking. Different
moments in time, different
responses required. It is with
the Apple iPhone 17 that the
dream of a 120Hz Super Retina

_..-l-

XDR display, gets ticked off
finally. Total up everything else
that makes up generational
progress on the iPhone 17, and
it morphs into an iPhone that'll
simply work for most folks. I'l

draw your attentlon to some
data, which will impress the
importance  of  Apple’s
generational evolution with
the standard iPhone. Tata
Group’s omni-channel

for many sets a new standard

electronics retailer, Cromaq, in
some data just ahead of this
year's iPhone keynote
suggested that their sales
information indicates that the
“non-Pro iPhones formed just
over 86% of total sales” across
alliPhones, with certain colours
able to find traction to match
up to the evergreen (no pun
intended) black. That is very
much likely to be the trend
with the iPhone 17, and it'll lead
the bulk of the familial sales
over the next few months.
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