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1. Will help youth
secure jobs in
Germany, Japan:
Telangana CM
after US' H-1B
visa fee hike

2. Mukhi becomes
1st India-born
cheetah to reach
maturity

3. Bengaluru police
rescue kidnap
victims, recover
T1 crore

4. Ashram director
changed hotels,
stayed with
sadhus to evade
arrest
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Air India gets $215 million
loan from Bank of Indiq,

StanChart via GIFT City

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Air
India raised about $215
million from Bank of India
and Standard Chartered Plc
for refinancing, according to
people familiar with the

matter.
The six-year loan, raised
through Gujarat

International Finance-Tec
City, or GIFT City, is priced at
about 168 basis points over
the secured overnight
financing rate, said the
people, who asked not to be
identified because it is not
yet public.

Proceeds will be used to
refinance shorter duration
debt Air India used to
acquire six Boeing 777-
300ER aircraft, the people
said. Bloomberg News
reported in July that Air India

was seeking a bank loan of
about $200 million.

The loan comes after an
Air India plane crash in June
was one of the worst aviation
accidents in the country,
initially causing talks for
fund raising to slow.

Air India, Bank of India

and Standard Chartered did
not immediately reply to
requests for comment.

The deal represents the
first time Bank of India acted
as a mandated lead
manager in a loan deal from
GIFT City, one of the people
said.

EA Games gets sold at $55 billion valuation
in largest M&A deal of 2025

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Electronic Arts Inc. has agreed
to sell to a group of private
investors in a deal that values
the company at $55 billion, in
what is the largest leveraged
buyout on record.

The consortium, which
includes Silver Lake
Management, Saudi Arabia’s
Public Investment Fund and
Jared  Kushner's  Affinity
Partners, agreed to pay $210
per share in cash for the
Redwood, California-based
company, according to a
statement Monday. That
represents a 25% premium to
where its shares traded before
the talks leaked on Friday.

EA Games, the maker of EA
Sports FC and The Sims, is
selling amid sluggish growth
for the $178 billion video game
industry, after sales swelled

N

.
during the pandemic
lockdowns. The company,
which  has  experienced

numerous rounds of layoffs,
has been seeking new areas of
growth to inspire players who
have gravitated toward free-
to-play franchises that are
continually updated rather
than splash out on new titles
that can cost $80.

The transaction, which
includes $20 billion in debt
financing from JPMorgan
Chase & Co,, also shows Walll

Street's appetite for game-
changing mergers under the

deal-friendly Trump
Administration, despite
recession fears and
geopolitical concerns
impacting the  broader
economy.

EA Games History- Founded
in 1982, Electronic Arts is one of
theworld'slargestindependent
video-game publishers after a
wave of industry consolidation
of the past few years. Activision
Blizzard, maker of the Call of
Duty shooter games, was
acquired by Microsoft Corp.
two years ago.

At $55 billion, the pact
displaces the $45 billion take-
private of power company TXU
in 2007 as the largest buyout
on record. It's also the largest
M&A deal of 2025.

Going private will remove

the distraction of quarterly
earnings and investor
demands. EA’s strength in
sports gives the company the
predictable revenue that
private equity firms like. The
company’s  sports titles,
including Madden NFL
accounted for four of the
industry’s top 10 best sellers
last year according to the
market research firm Circana.

Analysts are also expecting
aboostfromthe next Battlefield
6, the latest entry in the
Redwood City, California-
based company’s popular
shooter game franchise
scheduled to be released on 10
October. Early buzz for the title
has been strong and helped
lift EA's shares 15% this year
before news of the buyout
emerged.
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