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The Ram Yatra - a historical voyage covering 8,000km in 11 days. The
journey begins by train from Chitrakoot to Rameswaram (India), continues
by flight to Colombo (Sri Lanka), and culminates in Ayodhya (India), where

Lord Ram returned after 14 years of exile to be crowned king.
Dates: 25th October to 4th November 2025
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SBI plans to hire 3,500 officers
in next 5 months to strengthen
operations, service delivery

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
country's biggest lender,
State Bank of India (SBI),
plans to hire around 3,500
officers to bolster its
operations and enhance
service delivery nationwide.

The bank has recruited
505 Probationary Officers
(POs) in June, and the
process to fill a similar
number of vacancies is on..
applications  have been
received, SBI Deputy
Managing Director (HR) &
Chief Development Officer
(cDO)  Kishore  Kumar
Poludasu told PTI in an
interview.

As regards specialist
officers, he said, around 1,300
odd officers have already
been selected to look after
the IT and cybersecurity
space.

The advertisement for 541
PO vacancies is out
Applications have already
been received. The
recruitment for POs is through
a three-stage process:
preliminaries, mains, and a
psychometric test and
interviews.

Additionally, he said,

M T E BANK OF INDIA
ASMECCC, MUMBAJ

"around 3,000 circle-based
officers are now being
considered. This should get
concluded in the current
financial year.”

Earlier this year, SBI
Chairman C S Setty
announced that the bank's
total recruitment across
categories would be about
18,000. Of which, around
13,600 will be clerical
recruitment, and the
remaining will be
probationary officers and
locally based officers.

In the first quarter, SBI
announced the recruitment
of 13,455 junior associates
and 505 POs to enhance the
customer experience at its
branches across the country.

Poludasu also said the
country's largest lender has
devised a strategy to boost
gender diversity, aiming to
increase its women workforce
to 30 per cent within five
years.

“If we talk about frontline
staff, women are almost 33
per cent, but as a total, if you
see, they account for 27 per
cent of the total workforce.
So, we will be working towards
improving this percentage so
that the diversity gets further
improved,” he said.

The bank is taking
measures to bridge the gap
and achieve its medium-
term goal of 30 per cent
women in its workforce, he
said.

Reliance Industries says will abide by
Europe, US sanctions on Russia

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Reliance
Industries, India’'s biggest importer of
Russian crude oil, will abide by western
sanctions against Moscow, while
maintaining its relationship with its
current supplies.

“As is customary in the industry, supply
contracts evolve to reflect changing
market and regulatory conditions.
Reliance will address these conditions
while maintaining the relationships with
its suppliers,” a spokesperson for India’s
biggest firm by market cap, told Reuters

in an emailed statement on Friday (25
October 2025), without mentioning its
contract with Rosneft—one of the two

Russian oil producers slapped with fresh
sanctions.

The European Union, United Kingdom
and the United States have imposed a

raft of sanctions against Russia over its
war in Ukraine, including fresh US
sanctions targeting Russia’'s two top oil
producers Lukoil and Rosneft. The US has
given companies until 21 November to
wind down their transactions with the
Russian oil producers.

The EU, which has previously said that
from 21 January it will not take fuel
produced at refineries that received or
processed Russian oil 60 days prior to bill
of lading date, adopted a 19th package of
sanctions on Thursday.
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