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1. Who was Darshan
Singh Sahsi, NRI
business tycoon
killed in Canada?

2. Pak's airspace
closure causing
¥4,000 crore hit to
Air India: CEO

3. 'PM Modi can dance
on stage for votes,'
says Rahul Gandhi;
BJP criticises him

4. Pune techie
arrested over terror
links had saved
Osama's speeches

5. J&K Lt Governor's
16-yr-old relative
dies by suicide;
note says he was
haunted by spirits

6. Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway to
open in Dec, cuts
travel time to
12 hrs
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Google Cloud, Gemini power
Alphabet earnings as ‘Al now
driving real busmess

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Alphabet Inc. sales topped
quarterly Wall Street
estimates, fueled by a surge
in demand for its cloud and
Al services. Shares rose as
much as 75% in extended
trading.

Third-quarter sales,
excluding partner payouts,
rose to $87.5 billion, Alphabet
said in a statement
Wednesday. That topped the
$85.1 billion expected on
average by  analysts,
according to data compiled
by Bloomberg. Net income
was $2.87 per share,
compared with Wall Street’s
estimate of $2.26.

The company is investing
record amounts to try to push
progress in Al, and infuse
answers and assistance from
its large language model,
Google Gemini, into its
popular products including
search. The company said
capex for the year will be $91-
93 billion, up from the $85
billion earlier estimate.

Competitors Meta
Platforms Inc. and Microsoft
Corp. which also reported on
Wednesday, made similar

promises to spend more, and
their shares fell in extended
trading. But Alphabet Inc. was
able to prove to investors
that its spending is fueling
growth across Google’s
businesses, particularly in
cloud computing and search
advertising.

“We are seeing Al now
driving real business results
across the company,”
Alphabet Chief Executive
Officer Sundar Pichai said on
a call with analysts. “Our
momentum is strong.” He
added that revenue from
products built on Google’s
generative Al models grew
more than 200% from a year
earlier, a sign that the

company’s

years of
investment in infrastructure
and research are beginning
to pay off. The company is
also seeing growth selling Al
tools to its cloud customers.

Alphabet views its Al
spending—from data centres
and custom chips to research
and talent—as critical for
competing against big cloud-
computing rivals like Amazon.
com Inc. and Microsoft. Chief
Financial ~ Officer  Anat
Ashkenazi said about 60% of
the company’s capex in July-
September went to servers,
with the rest directed to data
centres and networking
equipment that support its
expanding Al operations.

Microsoft's Azure posts blockbuster growth amid

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).

Microsoft

massive outage beats Wall Street estimates

valuations, and limited evidence of Al

reported blockbuster growth in its Azure
business on Wednesday, pushing its
quarterly revenue past Wall Street
estimates. This was on a day when the
cloud-computing service faced a
massive outage.

Microsoft Azure's quarterly results show
that businesses are still splurging on
artificial intelligence services despite
fears of a bubble.

Microsoft said the Azure cloud business,
its key Al unit, grew 40% in the July-
September period - its fiscal first quarter

- outpacing Visible Alpha estimates of
about 38.4%.

Theresults highlight the growing returns
from Microsoft's massive Al investments.
However, a web of circular deals, soaring

productivity gains have raised doubts
about how long the boom will hold.

Total revenue rose 18% to $77.7 billion,
beating expectations of $75.33 billion,
according to data compiled by LSEG.

That marked the tech company's
second major win this week, following a
revised deal with OpenAl that gave it a
27% stake worth about $135 billion, as well
as a cut of sales and access to intellectual
property, clearing up uncertainty about
the collaboration with the company
synonymous with the Al boom.
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