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1. Women can now
work night shifts
in factories across
Uttar Pradesh

2. Platform ticket
sales stopped at
4 railway stations
in Delhi till Nov
11

3. Army has no
religion: Rajnath
on Rahul's '10%
population'
remark

4. He gathers info
from foreign trips:
BJP on Rahul's
Brazilian model
on Haryana voter
list claim

5. Nandini increases
ghee price by
390/litre from
today
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Apple preps a budget

Macbook with iPhone chip
to rival Google Chromebook

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Apple Inc. is preparing to
enter the low-cost laptop
market for the first time,
developing a budget Mac
aimed at luring away
customers from
Chromebooks and entry-
level Windows PCs.

The new device—designed
for students, businesses and
casual users—will target
people who primarily browse
the web, work on documents
or conduct light media
editing, according to people
familiar with the matter.
Apple is also targeting
potential iPad buyers who
might prefer a traditional
laptop experience instead.

Code-named J700, the
machine is currently in active
testing at Apple and in early
production with overseas
suppliers. The Cupertino,
California-based company
plans to launch it in the first
half of next year, said the
people, who asked not to be
identified because the

product hasn't been

announced.

An Apple spokesperson
declined to comment.

The move would represent
a strategic shift for Apple,
whichhas historically focused
on premium devices with
hefty profit margins. The
company also has vowed
not to chase market share
with lower-end offerings.

But Apple is facing a
growing threat from
Chromebooks, the low-cost
laptops that run Google's
Chrome OS. There's also a
potential opportunity to
entice Windows customers.
Microsoft Corp.'s shift to
Windows 11 has rankled some
users of the previous-
generation software and left
them  without security

updates.
Apple plans to sell the new
machine for well under $1,000

by using less-advanced
components. The laptop will
rely on an iPhone processor
and a lower-end LCD display.
The screen will also be the
smallest of any current Mac,
coming in at slightly below
the 13.6-inch one used in the
MacBook Air. This would mark
the first time that Apple has
used an iPhone processor in
a Mag, rather than a chip
designed specifically for a
computer. But internal tests
have shown that the
smartphone chip can
perform better than the Mac-
optimized M1 used in laptops
as recently as a few years
ago.

Apple, Google close in on $1-billion/
year Al deal to use Gemini for Siri

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Apple Inc. is
planning to pay about $1 billion a year for
an ultrapowerful 1.2 trillion parameter Al
model developed by Alphabet Inc.s
Google that would help run its long-
promised overhaul of the Siri voice
assistant, according to people with
knowledge of the matter.

Following an extensive evaluation
period, Apple and Google are finalising a
deal that would give Apple access to
Google’s technology. The iPhone maker is
banking on Google’s help to rebuild Siri's
underlying technology, setting the stage

for a new slate of features next year. The
Google model’'s 1.2 trillion parameters—a
measure of the Al software’s complexity—
would dwarf the level of Apple’s current
models. Apple had previously mulled

using other third-party models to handle
the task. But after testing Gemini, OpenAl’s
ChatGPT and Anthropic’s Claude, Apple
zeroed in on Google earlier this year,
Bloomberg News reported at the time.
The hope is to use the technology as an
interim solution until Apple’s own models
are powerful enough.

The new Siri is on track for next spring,
Bloomberg News has reported. Given the
launch is still months away, the plans and
partnership could still evolve. Apple and
Google spokespeople declined to
comment.
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