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1. Two Mumbai gold
artisans accused
of ¥1.15 crore
fraud, fleeing

2. Hyd family keeps
body for 3 days
after failing to
afford funeral

3. Hyd man kills
person he blamed
for his father's
1999 encounter

4. Congress MP
sends defamation
notice to Navjot
over corruption
charges

5. Birch by Romeo
Lane owner's 2nd
nightclub in Goa
to be demolished

W,w 7

10 &R, 2025

Microsoft makes $17.5 billion
Al commitment: What does it

means for India? | 6 key facts

RV

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella
has unveiled a landmark USD
17.5 billion investment to
accelerate India’s Al and
cloud ecosystem, the
company’s largest-ever
commitment in Asia. The
announcement, shared after
Nadella’s meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
builds on an earlier USD 3
billion pledge and positions
India as a central hub for the
company’s next phase of Al
expansion.

What the investment
means for India

India’s largest hyperscale
region: A new cloud region in
Hyderabad will go live around

mid-2026, marking
Microsoft's biggest
hyperscale build-out in the

country.

Expansion of existing data
centres: Upgrades have been
planned across Chenndi,
Hyderabad and Pune,
strengthening low-latency Al

compute for businesses,
public sector platforms as
well as startups, said news
agency ANL.

Sovereign
compliance-heavy sectors:
Introduction of Sovereign
Public Cloud and Sovereign
Private Cloud, tailored for
India’s regulatory and data-
governance needs, the ANI
report stated.

Al skilling for millions:
Microsoft has doubled its
target and now aims to equip
20 million Indians with Al skills
by 2030, with 5.6 million
already trained since January
2025, the report added.

cloud for

5? “ ; ’

Al integration in
government services:
e-Shram and National Career
Service will receive Azure
OpenAl-powered
enhancements, benefiting
over 310 million informal
workers through multilingual
tools and smart job-
matching, the report noted.

Reinforcing India’s Al-first
positioning: Nadella and
Microsoft identified scale,
skills and sovereignty as the
three pillars defining India’s
Al journey, echoing PM Modi's
emphasis on India’s “Al
opportunity”, according to
Bloomberg and AFP reports.

IndiGo told to cut flights amid cancellations.
What does that mean for the passenger?

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The government
has directed IndiGo to cut planned flights
by 5% amid rampant cancellations, even
as India’s largest airline by passengers
carried limps back to normalcy—in fits
and starts.

What does this mean for the passenger?
Fewer flights does mean higher ticket
prices, especially during the year-end
holiday season. But the reality is more
nuanced. Let's dive in.

Has this been done before?

This is not the first time that Indid's
Directorate General of Civil Aviation has
asked an airline to curtail its schedule.

In 2022, the DGCA asked SpiceJet Ltd. to

Aeservotions
Ticheting

gf@Go

-

halve the number of scheduled flights due
to safety reasons. That had little impact
since the airline was already operating at
less than 50% capacity.

In 2012, DGCA asked the now-defunct
Kingfisher Airlines to file a realistic flight
schedule in 24 hours. This is the first time
that a well capitalised airline had to face

] i——

the wrath of the regulator.

To be sure, the DGCA is well within its
rights to ask the airline to curtail its
schedule for lack of its ability to fly.

How many IndiGo flights will be
cancelled?

According to the winter schedule, IndiGo
hae scheduled 2,145 daily or 15,014 weekly
flights—including 13,897  domestic
departures and 908 international in
January 2026, according to Cirium—an
aviation analytics company.

A 5% reduction, as mandated by the
DGCA, would mean 107 fewer IndiGo
flights daily or roughly 750 weekly flights
weekly.
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