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1. 'Specially abled'
man receives
wheelchair from
BJP MLA, then
starts walking

2. Visuals show
Ladakh turning
white after heavy
snowfall

3. Conspiracy to
revive dispute:
RSS Chief on
'Bengal Babri' row

4. Only 0.2% Aravalli
may be eligible
for mining;:
Environment
Minister

5. WB Governor
fires pistol at face
level, people call
it '"dangerous'

%R, AR 7

22 f&iaR, 2025

Rupee strengthens

against dollar to 89.45 on
Fll inflows, RBI actions

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
The Indian Rupee continued
to strengthen against the US
Dollar on Monday, supported

by foreign buying in the
world's fifth largest stock
market.

What's the rupee
rate today?

The rupee opened at 89.53
against the US dollar, then
strengthened further to 89.45.
That's a gain of 22 paise over
previous close of 89.67. The
Reserve Bank of India has
reportedly sold dollars via
state-run banks to prop up

the rupee in recent trading
sessions.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was
trading 0.04% higher at
98.63.

The brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, was trading
higher by 0.83% at $60.97 per
barrel in futures trade.

Fllinflows stood at21,830.89
crore on Friday, according to
exchange data.

India’s  forex
jumped $1.68

reserves
billion to

|

$688.94 billion in the week
through 12 December,
according to RBI data.

Up but still Down

The USD-INR pair has
appreciated by about 2%
from its recent lows but is still
5% down on year-on-year

basis, according to Anil
Kumar Bhansali, head of
treasury and executive

director at Finrex Treasury
Advisors LLP.

“The broader depreciation
trend is intact despite near-
term consolidation,” he told
the Press Trust of India.

Indian-origin Amazon veteran Anand
Varadarajan named new Starbucks CTO

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Multinational coffeehouse chain
Starbucks has appointed
Indian-origin technology
executive Anand Varadarajan
as its new executive vice
president and chief technology
officer (CTO), entrusting the
two-decade Amazon veteran
with overseeing the beverage
giant's global technology
operations.

According to a Starbucks
statement quoted by news
agency PTIl, Varadarajan will
assume the role of the new
executive on January 19. He will

join the company’s Executive

Leadership Team and report
directly to Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Brian Niccol.
Varadarajan
tapped as a replacement for

has been

Deb Hall Lefevre, who retired in
September this year. After her
exit, Starbucks appointed Ningyu
Chenasinterim chief technology
officer while it searched for a
permanent replacement.

Starbucks stated in the
announcement that
Varadarajan  brings  deep

experience in developing secure,
reliable systems and scaling
technology to support
operational excellence, while
keeping customers at the
centre.

With him on board, the
company is expected to further
invest in digital tools and
backend systems designed to
streamline workflows, support
staff and enhance the in-store
experience, something he
helped build for Amazon.
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