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1. Another Hindu
man killed by mob
in Bangladesh
days after Dipu
Chandra Das'
lynching

2. Hike in train fare
not applicable to
already booked
tickets: Railways

3. SCrejected 100
m definition of
Aravallis in 2010
which it approved
in 2025

4. Mob with sticks
breaks Christmas
decorations at
Chhattisgarh mall

5. He was a great
human: Mahindra
as he shares old
pic with Vajpayee
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Zepto said to file confidential
draft IPO papers today
for 2026 listing

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Quick commerce unicorn
Zepto is set to pre-file its draft
red herring prospectus (DRHP)
with market regulator Sebi on
Friday through a confidential
route, as it targets a stock
market listing sometime next
year, according to sources.

The move positions Zepto
tobecome oneoftheyoungest
startups to list on Indian stock
exchanges.

If the listing goes through,
Zepto will join its rivals Zomato
and Swiggy, both of which are
already listed on the
exchanges.

"Zepto is set to pre-file its
draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP) with Sebi on December
26," people familiar with the
developments told PTI. HT.com
hasn't independently verified
this information.

Eternal, which owns Zomato
and quick commerce platform
Blinkit, was listed in 2021, while
Swiggy, which operates
Instamart, made its stock
market debut in November
2024.

The confidential pre-filing
allows the company to
engage with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) for initial feedback on
its draft document without it
being publicly disclosed. This
route has been increasingly
favoured by companies
seeking more flexibility in their
IPO preparations and
responding to market
conditions before a public
filing.

Queries sent to Zepto
elicited no response.

Valued at USD 7 billion, the
company has raised a total of
USD 1.8 billion, or about 16,000
crore, from marquee investors

since its inception.
In October

2025, the
company raised USD 450
million (about £3,757.5 crore)
in a funding round led by the
California Public Employees’
Retirement System (CalPERS)
at a valuation of USD 7 billion.

Zepto achieved unicorn
status in August 2023, after
raising USD 200 million in its
Series E funding round, which
valued the startup at USD 1.4
billion. Founded by Stanford
University dropouts Aadit
Palicha and Kaivalya Vohra,
Zepto rapidly scaled its
10-minute grocery delivery
model across major Indian
cities.

No ‘Santa Rally’ as Sensex, Nifty 50 fall
0.25% after Christmas Day break

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
India's stock market inched
lower at the open today, as
markets paused on thin year-
end trading volumes, with
analysts saying further upside
dependent  on earnings
momentum.

At 10:25 am, the 30-share S&P
BSE Sensex was trading lower by
about 0.25% at 85,194.50 points
even as the broader Nifty 50
was down 0.23% to test 26,100
levels. Fourteen out of the 16
major sectors logged losses at
the open. The broader small-
caps and mid-caps fell 0.1%

each.

Both Nifty 50 and Sensex hit
record highs in November after
14 months, but have remained
muted so far in December,
shedding about 0.2% and 0.4%,
respectively.

‘In the absence of fresh
triggers like a US-India trade
deal, the market is likely to
consolidate around the present
levels,” V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Ltd, said.

"Sentiment remains fragile
amid low holiday volumes, Fll
selling of 21,721 crore and lack of

strong domestic cues, keeping
markets range-bound and
volatile,” Prashanth Tapse, Senior
VP (Research), Mehta Equities
Ltd, said.

Top Nifty 50 stocks today

Top gainers: Titan Ltd, Bharat
Electronics Ltd, Cipla Ltd. Trent
Ltd. and Coal India Ltd.

Top losers: Asian Paints Ltd,
Bajaj Finance Ltd. Tata Steel Ltd.,,
Sun Pharma Ltd. and Shriram
Finance Ltd.

Analyst take on stock market
today

“In the absence of fresh
triggers like a India-US trade

deal, the stock market is likely to
consolidate around the present
levels.” — VK. Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Investments Ltd.

“Sentiment is fragile amid low
holiday volumes, lack of strong
domestic cues, keeping markets
range-bound and volatile.” —
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd.

India’s stock market in 2026

For analysts, 2026 couldn't
come sooner, for that would
mean three catalysts in play for
the stock market in early part of
the year:
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