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India, Germany finalise 19
pacts including defence
industrial co-op roadmap

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
NEW DELHI:India and Germany
on Monday finalised measures
to deepen economic and
security cooperation,
including a roadmap for
defence industrial
collaboration, with  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
describing the two countries
as natural partners in a world
grappling with geopolitical
upheaval and uncertainty.

Merz, on his first visit to Asia
since taking office last year,
was accompanied by a large
business  delegation to
emphasise the importance of
bolstering economic ties with
India amid unpredictability
created by US trade policies.
During talks with Modi in
Ahmedabad, Merz
underscored the importance
of finalising the India-
European Union (EU) free
trade agreement to drive
trade and investment.

The two sides finalised 19
agreements, including a joint

"?‘I

declaration of intent on
strengthening bilateral
defence industrial

cooperation, and unveiled
other measures such as a
Track 15 foreign policy and
security dialogue and a
dialogue on the Indo-Pacific
region that will see them
working more closely on
defence and security matters.

“The growing cooperation
in defence and security is a
symbol of our mutual trust
and shared vision. | express
my heartfelt gratitude to
Chancellor Merz for simplifying
the processes related to
defence trade,” Modi told a
media interaction, referring to
Germany’s easing of strict
procedures for defence

exports that has benefited
India in recent years.

“We will also work on a
roadmap to enhance
cooperation between our
defence industries, which will
open up new opportunities for
co-development and
co-production,” Modi said,
speaking in Hindi.

Merz emphasised the
need to deepen the bilateral
strategic partnership amid
“profound geopolitical
changes and upheavals in
the world”. He said, “Europe
and trans-Atlantic relations
remain important to us.
Today, we need to forge a
broader network of
partnerships and we need to
do so swiftly.

Apple opts for Google Gemini to power
Siri in multi-billion dollar Al deal

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Apple
Inc. has chosen Google
Gemini over ChatGPT to
power its Al technology as
well as Siri in a multi-year
deal, in what is seen as a big
win for Alphabet Inc. over Sam
Altman’'s OpenAl in the global

R
J

companies said in a joint

Al race.

“After careful evaluation, Apple
determined that Google
Gemini provides the most
capable foundation for Apple
Foundation Models and is
excited about the innovative
new experiences it will unlock
for Apple users,” the two

statement on Monday. Terms
of the agreement weren't
disclosed.

“Apple Intelligence will continue

to run on Apple devices and
Private Cloud Compute, while
maintaining Apple's industry-
leading privacy standards,”
Google said.

¥ =
Gemini

Apple would maintain its privacy

standards by continuing to
run its Al services on
consumers’ devices or via
Private Cloud Compute—a
secure online system. Google
Gemini will help support a
new version of Siri that is due
this year.

The Apple-Google deal for

Gemini, their second since
Search as default on iPhones,
is a major vote of confidence
for Alphabet which has been
jostling with OpenAl for the
partnership. Google Gemini
already powers Samsung's
Galaxy Al, but the Siri deal
unlocks two billion active
Apple devices.

To be sure, Apple had in late

2024 rolled out ChatGPT on its
devices. While Apple said
there were no major changes
to the integration as of now,
OpenAl was silent on the deal
altogether.
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