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1. RJID will merge
with my party
JJD: Tej Pratap
Yadav

2. Pleasantly
surprised by
response: Railway
official on 'toilet
manners' remark

3. B'luru Police
arrests 16 B'deshi
illegal immigrants
after viral video

4. 3 die after
consuming
sweets from
abandoned bag
in MP, poisoning
suspected

5. Using water as
weapon against
humanity: Mufti
on suspension
of IWT

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
The government plans to
involve big private firms in
hand-holding  youth  to
encourage next-generation
technopreneurs in areas such
as deep tech and artificial
intelligence  (Al), a top
government official said on
Wednesday.

“When ‘Startup  India’
initiative was launched by the
Prime Minister in 2016, India
had some 400 startups. Today,
India has over 2 lakh DPIIT-
recognised startups,” the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIT) secretary Amardeep
Singh Bhatia said ahead of the
National Startup Day on Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the main
event. Almost a year after
coming into the power, PM Modi
in his Independence Day
speech on August 15, 2015 had
spoken about promoting
entrepreneurship at the
grassroot through ‘Startup
India” campaign and launched
the ‘Startup India’ initiative on
January 16, 2016 with an aim to
transform India into a country
of job creators instead of job

seekers. According to a DPIT
statement, startups have
generated over 2.1 million jobs.
Bhatia said the next focus of
the initiative is to nudge
corporates for their active
engagement with startups to
nurture budding entrepreneurs
in  providing innovative
solutions to their businesses
and thus develop a cost-
effective, mutually-beneficial
supply chain, he said. Using Al
and deep tech, technopreneurs
would  build  customised
solutions and innovative
products for big companies,
and integrate them into supply
chains. This would not only help
companies to reduce their
manufacturing costs, but also
create a high-tech ecosystem
in the country. He said several
memoranda of understanding

%R, TR
15 SFad, 2026

(MoUs) have been signed by
DPIIT with companies for this
collaboration. “We have been
pushing corporates to deepen
their ~engagements  with
startups.. Companies can

outsource  problems to
startups,” he said while talking
about the National Startup
Day, to be observed on
January 16. Explaining the
policy push to create a large
startup ecosystem, DPIIT joint
secretary Sanjiv said the
success lied in the
government’'s role as an
enabler by simplifying rules,
opening doors to funding,
providing platforms like
mentorship support,
international recognition and
most importantly, by sending
a clear message -- India
believes in its entrepreneurs.

Telecom sector urges sharp cut in
licence fee ahead of budget

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
telecom industry has urged
the finance ministry to sharply
cut licence fees and
temporarily pause mandatory
contributions to the Digital
Bharat Nidhi in the upcoming
Union Budget, saying the
current regulatory levies are
limiting its capacity to invest
in next-generation networks.
According to recommendations
submitted ahead of the
Budget, the industry wants
the licence fee, currently at 3%
of adjusted gross revenue
(AGR), to be between 0.5%

and 1%, and the 5% AGR
contribution to the Digital
Bharat Nidhi to be temporarily
halted.

“The License Fee, which is a
combination of the License
(3% of AGR) and Digital Bharat
Nidhi Contribution (5% of
AGR), is a huge financial
burden for the
Telcos,” as per a submission
by the Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI),
theindustry bodyrepresenting
private telecom operators,
including Reliance Jio, Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea.

Licensed

It added that the Digital Bharat

Nidhi contribution “should be
paused for the time till the
unused corpus has been
completely utilized by the
Department of
Telecommunications,” as per
the statement by COAI
director general Lt Gen Dr SP
Kochhar.

The association said the sector

has been advocating
measures  that  would
“reduce the sector’s financial
burden, thereby enabling
further expansion and rollout
of next-generation

connectivity to achieve the
goal of a Viksit Bharat”. The
industry body has also
flagged persistent goods
and services tax (GST) issues,
particularlytheaccumulation
of input tax credit (ITC). “With
a vast sum of money being
accumulated in the
ecosystem,” COAI
recommended special relief
under  GST, including
exemption of GST on
regulatory payments such
aslicence fees (LF), spectrum
usage charges (SUC) and
auctioned spectrum.
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