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Retail auto sales surge 17.6% in

%ﬁt;

1. 5 killed in
building collapse
in Lebanon,
rescue efforts
underway

2. Four girlsin
Bihar die after
consuming
poison over
scolding

3. Penguin issues
statement over
circulation of
ex-Army chief's
unpublished
book

4. Baby girl dies as
warmer machine
catches fire in
UP hospital

5. India-US trade
deal puts tariff
impact in focus

6. Aamir Khan slips
mid-match at
pickleball event

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Auto sales in January 2026
were at their highest since
the festive season last year
as the momentum brought
on by GST rationalisation
sustained for vehicles of all
shapes and sizes.

A total of 27,22,558
vehicles were registered on
the government's VAHAN
portal last month — up 17.61%
over the year-ago period,
according to data compiled
by the Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations. While the two-
wheeler sales rose 20.82%
year-on-year to 18,52,870
units, car sales increased
7.22% year-on-year to
5,13,475 units.

Auto sales in January

2026: A snapshot

2W sales up 20.82% YoY at
18,52,870 units

3W sales up 18.80% YoY at
1,27,134 units

Car sales up 7.22% YoY at
5,13,475 units

CV sales up 15.07% YoY at
1,07,486 units

Tractor sales up 22.89%
YoY at 114,759 units

The GST momentum was
supported by rural demand,
especially due to harvest
festivals of Pongal and Makar
Sankranti as well as the
ongoing wedding season.
The demand comes with its
own set of challenges,
however, that of supply as
well as discounting and high
base-effect  in some
segments.

On 22 September, the
government cut GST rates
on soaps to small cars as
part of a rationalisation
move to reduce the
number of tax slabs to two
(5% and 18%) as against
four (5%, 12%, 18% and 28%)
earlier. A new GST rate of
40% was brought in for
so-called sin goods like
tobacco products, sports
utility vehicles and luxury
items. The new GST rates
across vehicle types is as
under:

FADA expects the sales
momentum to sustain at
least till the end of the fiscal,
on the back of a growth-
oriented budget and interest
rate stability and, of course,
the GST rate cut.

Alphabet plans rare sale of 100-year bonds
a first since the dotcom bubble

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Alphabet Inc. is
borrowing far and wide to finance the
unprecedented spending plan behind its Al
ambitions, and investors can't seem to get
enough.

The Google parent raised $20 billion in
its biggest ever US dollar bond sale on
Monday—more than the $15 billion initially
expected, after racking up one of the
biggest order books of all time. It's also
planning debut deals in Switzerland and
the UK, including a rare sale of 100-year
bonds—marking the first time a tech
company has tried such an offering since

Alphabet
5t 6 1

the dotcom frenzy of the late 1990s.

The big borrowing spree comes just
days after technology companies from
Meta Platforms Inc. to Amazon.com Inc.
said they were ramping up spending to
meet their ambitious Al plans. Their plans

fanned fears that the Al arms race, and the
billions of dollars of debt needed to help
fund it, would weigh on credit markets.

Investors appeared to push those
concerns to the side on Monday, as the
Alphabet bond sale drew more than $100
billion of orders.

“Clearly we're not in a typical capex
cycle, and after previously being net savers,
the companies involved are now going
deep into the well for financing to secure
the resources to compete,” said Andrew
Dassori, chief investment officer at
Wavelength Capital Management LLC.
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