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1. Srinagar's
Lal Chowk
sealed amid
protests against
Khamenei's killing

2. PM Modi chairs
high-level security
meeting at his
residence amid
war in Middle East

3. Kundapur trek
turns tragic as
woman drowns
near Hosangadi

4. Traffic island to
go at Nanthoor
Junction in
Mangaluru

5. Trump warns
of possible US
casualties after
Iran strikes

Apple iPhone 17e refresh
builds with more speed,
storage and pragmatism

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Right on cue, exactly a year
later, Apple has refreshed its
most affordable iPhone. The
iPhone 17e succeeds last

year’s iPhone 16e,
maintaining acertain degree
of continuity while

incorporating changes
where a generational refresh
was required. Key changes
to the iPhone 17e are the A19
chip, which keeps it on par
with the iPhone 17, an
upgrade to the CIX cellular
modem (this is important,
because the iPhone 16e
introduced the C1 modem,
Apple’s firstin-house cellular
modem), an improved
48-megapixel Fusion
Camera and what the tech
giant insists is a more
scratch-resistant display.

In India, Apple has priced
the iPhone 17e at 64,900 for
the 256GB variant, and
284,900 for the 5I12GB
storage. This is a neat step-
up at similar prices,
considering the iPhone 16e’s
base storage spec was
128GB — the iPhone 16e is

) ¢

being assembled in Indig,
and it is expected the iPhone
17e will be too, at some stage.
The dimensions remain
unchanged, but there is now
a 48-megapixel Fusion
camera system similar to
the iPhone Air. This system
features a main Fusion
camera that supports 1x and
2x optical zoom, as well as
4K video recording at up to
60fps in Dolby Vision. Apple
said that pre-orders for the
iPhone 17e begin on March 4
in India, with availability from
March 11.

“iPhone 17e combines
powerful performance and
features our users love at

an  exceptional value,
making it a compelling
option for customers

looking to upgrade to the
iPhone 17 family,” says
Kaiann Drance, Apple’s vice
president of Worldwide
iPhone Product Marketing.
“We know our customers
want a product that will
last, and iPhone 17e delivers
just that. With A19 for
incredible performance,
double the entry storage, a
smarter camera system,
and enhanced durability,
iPhone 17e is designed to
stay fast, secure, and
valuable for years to come.”
The build, whichcomprises
the aerospace-grade
aluminium chassis and the
Ceramic Shield 2 front cover,
means the affordable iPhone
17e matches the iPhone 17
series in material parity.

LNG prices surge by 50% in Europe after
Qatar shuts world's largest gas plant

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
LNG prices in Europe surged
more than 50% after Qatar
shut down production at
the world’s largest export
facility after it was targeted
in an Iranian drone attack.
The unprecedented halt
marks a dramatic
escalation of the Iran war
that now threatens energy
security worldwide.

European benchmark gas
futures jumped the most in
nearly four vyears, after
QatarEnergy confirmed on

Monday that output had
been
had already largely stopped

suspended. Tankers

transiting the
Hormuz—a critical artery for
global fuel shipments.

Strait  of

worldwide,

QatarEnergy’s Ras Laffan
plant supplies about a fifth of
global LNG supply. The
situation risks the most
serious shock to gas markets
since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine four years ago
upended global energy

trade. While Asian countries

buy most of the LNG shipped

from the Middle East, any

disruption would increase
competition for alternative
supplies—pushing up prices
including in
Europe.
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