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1. 20 including
Army jawan held
hostage by Kuki
group in Manipur:
Report

2. Give up 1 meal
per week: K'taka
minister amid LPG
supply concerns

3. Meghalaya's
Garo Hills polls
postponed as
2 people die in
clashes

4. BJP's Annamalai
slams DMK govt
after 43 students
fallillin TN

5. 177 Indians
repatriated from
Lebanon, 500
more return from
Qatar
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India’s easing of FDI
rules gives limited

opening to China firms

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
India’s decision to ease FDI
rules for neighbouring
countries may reopen the
door to China, but strict
ownership limits mean large
firms such as BYD Co. and
Great Wall Motor Co. will still
face same  screening
requirements.

On Tuesday, New Delhi
relaxed FDI rules for
investments from countries
sharing a land border with
India, allowing automatic
approval for non-controlling
stake of up to 10%, subject to
compliance requirements.
The changes underscore
India’'s push to attract
capital, while highlighting
continued caution toward
China.

“We are opening up in a
strategic and calibrated
manner,” Amardeep Singh
Bhatia, secretary in the
Department of Commerce
told reporters in New Delhi.
“It's a changing world and
the opening up doesn't

mean that concerns with
regards to security have
gone away.”

The easing stops well
short of restoring full parity

for investors from
neighboring countries, who
will  continue to face
additional scrutiny and
restrictions compared with
other foreign firms. While
the move signals a cautious
thaw with China and an
effort to bolster growth
amid Middle East-driven
uncertainty, companies
such as BYD and other
major investors would still

face ownership and
regulatory hurdles before
making major
commitments.

India had introduced the
so-called Press Note 3 rules
in April 2020, mostly aimed
at tightening scrutiny of
investments amid
deteriorating ties with China,
which culminated in a
Himalayan clash later that
year. Economic relations
between the neighbouring
nations have since shown
signs of thawing as high US
tariffs reshaped global trade
flows.

PC makers are worried about Apple’s

MacBook Neo, and Asus said it loudly

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Applehasnotmerelylaunched
a lower-priced MacBook. The
MacBook Neo essentially
resets pricing expectations
from mainstream laptops,
and the Windows PC market is
now scrambling to find an
answer that isn't riddled with
compromises. Concerns are
clear, something Nick Wu,
Chief Financial Officer at Asus
(or ASUSTek Computer Inc)
noted in a quarterly earnings
call on Tuesday, calling the
MacBook Neo pricing a
“shock”. The MacBook Neo

ils

went on sale this Wednesday.

He is calling on ecosystem

partners including Microsoft,
Intel, and AMD to take this
threat seriously. “In fact, in the
entire PC ecosystem, there
have been a lot of discussions

about how to compete with
this product,” he said. The lack
of reaction or preparedness is
surprising, considering
murmurs of a MacBook
powered by an iPhone-class
chip, have been doing rounds

for almost a year. Wu's
unusually candid reaction
notes “ongoing discussions
about how we can compete
with the Neo.” That indicates
an ecosystem that knows the
baseline has shifted
significantly. “Given Apple’s
historically very premium
pricing, launching such an
affordable product is certainly
a shock to the entire market,”
says Wu. Asus knows
consumers have noticed this
too, and will expect Windows
PC makers to catch up.
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