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Prices of weight-loss drugs set
to halve in India as Ozempic
patent expires this week

%ﬁt;

1. Lakadbaggha
2 teaser poster
unveiled, Diwali
2026 release set

2. BJP's Op Lotus:
DK Shivakumar as
2 held for trying
to bribe MLAs

3. Mumbai
businessman
duped of ¥3.74 cr
in fake gold trade
scam

4. Main accused
of running
conversion racket
in UP's gyms
arrested, was
trying to flee
abroad

5. Haryana launches
'Bhu-mitra’
WhatsApp
chatbot for land,
revenue services

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Swati Pradhan sees about 12
obesity patients a day at her
small clinic in southern
Mumbai. She expects this
number to at least double
from this month as Indian
drugmakers prepare to
launch generic versions of
Novo Nordisk's blockbuster
weight-loss drug at half the
price.

The Danish drugmaker’s
key patent on semaglutide,
the active ingredient in
Ozempic and Wegovy that
reshaped the global weight-
loss industry, expires in India
on 20 March. At least five

Indian drugmakers—
Mankind Pharma Ltd., Ajanta
Pharma Ltd., Sun

Pharmaceutical Industries
Ltd., Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
Ltd., and Lupin Ltd.—are
gearing up to sell generic
versions of the drug
immediately after the expiry,
accordingtotheirstatements
and post-earnings calls.
This has  prompted
hospitals, tele-health firms
and clinics across India to

expand obesity-focused
services in anticipation of a
demand surge. The generic
versions are expected to be
atleast 50% cheaper—priced
at around 5,000 for a weekly
dose — than Novo's therapy,
according to people familiar
with the matter who spoke
ontheconditionofanonymity
as pricing information is
competitive. India is the first
major country after Canada
where Novo is losing patent
on semaglutide and will see
an onslaught of generic
versions. With its large
disease burden and an
entrenched pharmaceutical
industry known for copycat
drugs, India is set to be the
test case for how much the
prices of these anti-obesity

drugs can plummet.

Metabolic disorders such
as thyroid disease, diabetes
and fatty liver have surged
among India’s 1.4-billion-
plus population, largely due
to increasingly sedentary
urban lifestyles. On the other
hand, high-calorie diets,
dripping with oil and fat,
have contributed to rising
weight gain in the country,
which has the world’s third-
largest overweight
population, trailing the US
and China. In a move aimed
at curbing aggressive
commercial practices as
demand booms, India’s drug
regulator this week banned
advertising and promotional
activity related to weight-
loss programs.

China’s Hua Hong readies 7 nm Al chip as
Beijing steps up self-sufficiency drive

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
China's Hua Hong Group has
developed advanced chip
manufacturing technology
that can be used to produce
Al chips, four people familiar
with the matter said, a major
milestone in Beijing's efforts to
boost tech self-sufficiency.

The group's contract
chipmaking business, Huali
Microelectronics, is readying a
7-nanometre  chipmaking
process at its plant in
Shanghai, the people said.
That would make it the second
Chinese chipmaker with such

advanced technology. Hua

Hong is China's second-
largest chipmaker. Huawei

Technologies Ltd. has been in
collaboration  with  the
chipmaker for the 7 nm Al

chip, the sources said.

China's largest contract
chipmaker, Semiconductor
Manufacturing
International Corporation
or SMIC, is at present the
only domestic producer
capable of making chips
with 7 nm technologies.

SMIC uses Dutch chip
equipment maker ASML's
immersion machines to make
7 nm chips, but production
yields — the number of good
chips made per silicon wafer
— have remained weak,
analysts have said.
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