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1. PM Modi wishes
Eid, says 'May
everyone be
happy and
healthy'

2. What are the new
petrol prices in
major cities as
premium petrol
gets costlier?

3. Why should we
be oversensitive?:
SC on old NCERT

book criticising its

rulings

4. 2 Indian LPG
tankers getting
ready to sail
through Strait of
Hormuz

5. News agency
UNI's office
sealed in Delhi

premium pe
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NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Shares of India’s oilmarketing

companies — Indian Oil,
HPCL and BPCL — surged up
to 3.5% today after an
increase in premium petrol
prices. There was no change
in “normal” petrol prices.

The prices of premium
petrol —BPCL's Speed, HPCL's
Power, and IOCL's XP95 —
has been increased by
22.09- 2235 per litre,
according to ANI post on X.
There is no change in the
price of regular petrol at
present.

The state-run Indian Oil
Corp. Ltd,, Bharat Petroleum
Corp. Ltd, and Hindustan

Indian Oil, HPCL, BPCL
shares surge after
trol price hike

Petroleum Corp. Ltd. have
been absorbing the cost of a
surge in crude oil prices due
to Iran war. Every $10 rise in
crude oil prices erodes
erodes their margins by
26.3/litre of petrol and diesel
they sell, according to Elara
Securities.

To be sure, fuel prices
have surged globally.

In the US, gasoline now
costs 20% higher than before
the Iran war.

China has effected the
biggest fuel price hike since
2022.

In the UK, fuel prices are at
an 18-month high.

Fuel prices in Pakistan and

Sri Lanka are up by 20% and
8%. To be sure, the
government cannot avoid a
petrol/diesel price hike
indefinitely. It does have a
buffer in terms of excise
duty— 219.9 per litre of petrol
and 215.8 per litre of diesel.
According to experts, retail
petrol/diesel prices can be
fully protected through excise
duty cuts of up to $110 per
barrel. For now, the
government has not
announced any plans to cut
excise duty, and Indian OiIl,
BPCL and HPCL are footing
the bill. The premium petrol
price hike today will offset the
impact, but only so much.

Natco Pharma to launch generic Ozempic at
90% discount as price war begins

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Natco Pharma Ltd. is set to
launch the generic version of
Ozempic at a price that's 90%
cheaper than the original
created Novo Nordisk A/S,
triggering a price war for weight-
loss drugs in India as the patent
for key ingredient semaglutide
expires.

Priced at 21290 per month,
Natco Pharma’s multi-dose vial
undercuts Novo Nordisk's
original brand by roughly 90%
as the first-of-its-kind vial
format is ~70% cheaper than
pen devices prevalent in this

drug category. The drug has to
be taken in combination with
diet and exercise for patients
with Type 2 Diabetes.

The vials of Natco Pharma's
SEMANAT and SEMAFULL will be
available strengths 2mg/1.5m,
4mg/3ml and 8mg/3ml at

£1,290-1,750.

The pen device will be priced
at 24,000, 24,200 and 24,500
per month for the strengths
2mg/1.5ml,  4mg/3ml and
8mg/3m, respectively.

The Hyderabad-based
drugmaker received approval
from the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
in February 2026 to
manufacture and market the
generic drug. The approval
covers both multi-dose Vvials
and pen devices and was
based on aclinical comparison
study.
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