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1. Govt cuts excise
duty on petrol to
¥3/litre, diesel to
zero

2. 'India, China can't
be moved apart,'
says China's
envoy to India in
dig at US

3. Iran writes 'Thank
you people of
India' on missiles
before attack
on Israel; pic
surfaces

4. Liquor to now
be sold at petrol
pumps and malls
in Chandigarh

5. LPG vessel Jag
Vasant reaches
India after
crossing Strait
of Hormuz

Indian Oil buys first Iranian LPG
since 2018 as shortage worsens

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Indian Oil Corp. has bought
LPG from Iran for the first
time in almost eight years,
according to people familiar
with the matter, as India
scrambles to tider over an
LPG shortage spurred by the
Iran war.

The refiner will share the
shipment with its state-
owned peers Bharat
Petroleum Corp Ltd. and
Hindustan Petroleum Corp
Ltd., said the people, who
asked not to be named due
to the sensitivity of the trade.

Indian Oil last bought LPG
from Iran in June 2018,
according to data
intelligence firm Kpler, which
said the current cargo is
about 43,000 tons of butane
and propane.

That amount would only
be enough to meet half a
day’s demand in India, where
LPG is commonly used as a
cooking fuel. The country
imports about two-thirds of
its supplies, and 90% of that
comes from West Asiq,
largely through the Strait of
Hormuz that's been
effectively blocked since the

start of the Iran war.

The LPG shortage seen
some Indians being forced
to cook with firewood, and
have led to fights in lines to
get LPG cylinders. New Delhi
has curtailed supplies to
commercial users such as
hotels and restaurants and
invoked emergency
measures to accelerate the
development of natural gas
pipelines. It's the first Indian
purchase of energy from
Iran since the US issued a
temporary waiver earlier this
month allowing the country
to buy crude oil or petroleum
products from the Islamic
Republic. The market has
been watching for signs of
potential buyers for Iranian
cargoes that were long
considered out of reach due
to harsh US sanctions. The
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people familiar didn't provide
any further details on the
cargo or the vessel that's
carrying it. However, ship-
tracking data from Kpler
shows LPG carrier Sea Bird is
transporting Iranian LPG and
signalling it will arrive at
India’s Mangalore port on
Thursday. The ship had
previously signalled its
intention to head to China,
as it passed through the
strait on 17 March, before
turning off its transponder
signals. It then reappeared
in the Arabian Sea a few
days later, sailing east, even
though its destination was
Dubai in the opposite
direction. India is also in the
final stages of negotiations
for the safe passage of two
more LPG cargoes through
Hormuz.

Why bonds deserve a bigger place in your portfolio

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Ina
market defined by volatility,
fixed returns and regular
payouts are once again
becoming central to portfolio
planning for Indian investors.
The reason is simple:
predictability matters. Whether
the goal is preserving capital,
creating a supplementary
income stream, or planning
short- and medium-term
expenses, investors continue to
seek products that offer visibility
on returns and cash flows.

For years, traditional
instruments like fixed deposits
andreal estate have dominated
this market. However, the
investment  landscape s

evolving. Falling interest rates
and inflation pressures are
reducing the attractiveness of
fixed deposits and high
investment minimums, and low
rental yields are prompting
investors to reconsider real
estate as a regular source of

income. In this shift, bonds are
emerging as a more practical
and accessible fixed-income
option.

Why fixed returns matter

Fixed returns offer clarity.
Investors know what they are
likely to earn, when they can

expect payouts, and what value

they may receive at maturity.
That predictability plays an

important role in financial
planning,  especially  for
households balancing EMIs,
education expenses, retirement
needs, or near-term savings
goals.

Regular payouts strengthen

this further. Periodic interest

income, whether monthly,
quarterly, or annually, can help
investors  build cash-flow
discipline without relying entirely
on market-linked assets. In
uncertain environments, that
kind of visibility is not just
comforting; it is financially
useful.
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