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1. India's maternal
mortality drops
nearly 80% since
1990: Study

2. India remains
world's fastest
growing major
economy: Report

3. India stood
alone to oppose
it at WTO: Govt
on China-led
investment pact

4. Odisha BJP MLA
opens fire during
Ram Navami
procession,
booked

5. Maha CM pays
tribute to
ex-Raymond
Group chief
Vijaypat
Singhania

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). In
amarket defined by volatility,
fixed returns and regular
payouts are once again
becoming central to portfolio
planning for Indian investors.

The reason is simple:
predictability matters.
Whether the goal is

preserving capital, creating
a supplementary income
stream, or planning short-
and medium-term expenses,
investors continue to seek
products that offer visibility
on returns and cash flows.

For vyears, traditional
instruments  like  fixed
deposits and real estate

have dominated this market.
However, the investment
landscape is evolving. Falling
interest rates and inflation
pressures are reducing the
attractiveness  of  fixed
depositsandhighinvestment
minimums, and low rental
yields are  prompting
investors to reconsider real
estate as a regular source of
income. In this shift, bonds
are emerging as a more
practical and accessible
fixed-income option.

Why fixed returns matter

Q b
-

Fixed returns offer clarity.
Investors know what they
are likely to earn, when they
can expect payouts, and
what value they may receive
at maturity. That
predictability plays an
important role in financial
planning, especially for
households balancing EMIs,
education expenses,
retirement needs, or near-
term savings goals.

Regular payouts
strengthen this  further.
Periodic interest income,

whether monthly, quarterly,
or annually, can help
investors build cash-flow
discipline without relying
entirely on market-linked
assets. In uncertain
environments, that kind of
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Why bonds deserve a bigger
place in your portfolio

visibility isnotjustcomforting;
it is financially useful.

Fixed deposits remain one
of India’'s most trusted
investment products. They
are simple, widely
understood, and backed by
decades of investor comfort.
For conservative savers, they
continue to serve as a default
choice.

However, their relative
appeal has weakened in a
falling interest rate
environment. As deposit
rates decline, returns look
less attractive, especially
after adjusting for taxes and
inflation. For many investors,
this means FDs continue to
offer safety but no longer
deliver the same return
efficiency they once did.

Indian Oil buys first Iranian LPG since 2018 as shortage worsens

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Indian Oil Corp. has bought LPG
from Iran for the first time in
almost eight years, according
to people familiar with the
matter, as India scrambles to
tider over an LPG shortage
spurred by the Iran war.

The refiner will share the
shipment with its state-owned
peers Bharat Petroleum Corp
Ltd. and Hindustan Petroleum
Corp Ltd, said the people, who
asked not to be named due to
the sensitivity of the trade.

Indian Qil last bought LPG
fromIranin June 2018, according
to data intelligence firm Kpler,
which said the current cargo is
about 43,000 tons of butane

and propane.

That amount would only be

enough to meet half a day’'s
demand in India, where LPG is
commonly used as a cooking
fuel. The country imports about
two-thirds of its supplies, and

90% of that comes from West
Asia, largely through the Strait of
Hormuz that's been effectively
blocked since the start of the
Iran war.

The LPG shortage seen some
Indians being forced to cook

with firewood, and have led to
fightsinlines to getLPG cylinders.
New Delhi has curtailed supplies
to commercial users such as
hotels and restaurants and
invoked emergency measures
to accelerate the development
of natural gas pipelines.

It's the first Indian purchase
of energy from Iran since the US
issued a temporary waiver
earlier this month allowing the
country to buy crude oil or
petroleum products from the
Islamic Republic. The market
has been watching for signs of
potential buyers for Iranian
cargoes that were long
considered out of reach due to
harsh US sanctions.
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