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1. Billionaire Anil
Agarwal booked
after death of 20
people in Vedanta
power plant blast

2. Vedanta officials
booked for blast
that killed 20 in
Chhattisgarh

3. Massive fire
breaks out at
beachside resort
in Goa

4. HR Nida Khan,
main suspect in
sexual abuse &
conversion case
in TCS, is still
absconding

5. Itis their right:
PM Modi on
women's quota
Bill

6. Odisha forest dept
bought, modified
Thar cars with
disaster response
funds: CAG
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More Al less Ul: Canva’s
Cliff Obrecht underlines a
result oriented pivot

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Amidst a flurry of
announcements, anyone

looking closely at the finer
details will notice big tech
often leaves some things for
discovery. Perhaps an
intention, a direction, or how
the company places itself in
the broader ecosystem. In a
briefing on the sidelines of
this year's Canva Create
keynote, Cliff Obrecht, who is
co-founder and  Chief
Operations Officer, described
artificial intelligence (Al) as

something that isnt a
defensive hedge but
something that's akin to an
all-in pivot.

“We have a saying now
that Canva is more Al, less Ul,”
he says. Historically, Canva
hasalwaysheldanadvantage
with casual as well as
professional users, because
the user interface (Ul) was
most intuitive. It wasn't an
easy balance to achieve,
without compromising
functionality. A casual user in
particular, over the years,
would have found Canva
easier to navigate than any
of Adobe’s apps, for instance.
Obrecht believes the focus
should be on the goal, rather
than the design.
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There is a definitive
attempt to make this
seemingly existential
manoeuvre, to replace

manual drag and drop in a
design or a content creation,
with agentic intent, context
and layered editing options.
There has been a significant
element of rebuilding at a
foundational level for the
platform, and there is a
belief three pillars are key for
this re-architecture—
foundational model
development, agentic Al for
workflows and easy access
including voice to get work
done. It's not an overnight
shift, but one that's
happened in due course,
with Canva trying to stay

ahead of the curve.

The analogy that Obrecht
uses is one that marked a
worldwide shift from
desktops to mobile apps, a
few years ago. He points
pout that if Canva hasn't
built a world-class mobile
app in its early days, a
mobile-native competitor
would have taken that share
of user attention. “Every time
there’'s a huge shift in
technology, like with the
mobile phone, if we didn't
create a mobile app there
would be a competitor on
mobile. Just like with Al, we
needed to adopt this
technology because it can
really help achieve a user’s
goals,” he says.

A lot of time spent building strong Al foundations:

Canva’s Cameron Adams

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Itll be an easy
mistake to see everything in Canva’s latest
artificial intelligence (Al) push, just through
the lens of new features. However, what
underlines the Canva Al 20 refresh
announced at the annual Create keynote is
more than jus that, with conversational Al,
connectors with popular web apps, memory,
web research, enhanced coding product
and agentic capabilities, all part of the
progression. However, a more interesting
story is unfolding away from the spotlight.

Cameron Adams,whoisCanva’sco-founder
and Chief Product Officer, gave us the
clearest view of the company’s approach to
developing Al models. There are reasons
why Canva invested in their own Al models.
“We build our own models when we see that
there is real competitive advantage for us to
be able to do so, and also when we see
customers’ needs not really being met by
what's out there” he explains there are
times when they realise certain use-cases
and tasks can only be fully completed if they

develop their own models. He points to the
background removal feature that's part of
the editing array on Canva, as an example.
“We know there’s a key job to be done when
you're creating visual content, and that's an
area where we've invested a lot of time in
building a model.” Adams points out that
there are many different models that have
been produced by the teams at Canva. The
company's foundational model capability
focus really sharpened after the acquisition
of Leonardo.ai a couple of years ago.
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