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E85 adoption to be
optional for consumers,
rollout by year end

%ﬁtx

Narcotics Control
Bureau issues
advisory for
Indians travelling
to Maldives

Iran shares

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
government is likely to roll out
E85, a much higher ethanol-
blended petrol, by the year-

'reduce the endto reduce costly oilimports,
random after a series of consultations
'bak " t with  Indian  automobile

akwaas™ pos manufacturers  who told
for Trump over authorities they are fully

'hellhole' remark
for India

India and New
Zealand to

sign Free Trade
Agreement next
week

Court hearings
used as tool in
campaigning: TMC
on I-PAC case

We seek time to
reply within 1
week: Congress
on EC's 24-hr
notice to Kharge

equipped with thetechnologies
required to make flex-fuel cars.
Two people aware of the
matter said the rollout follows
confirmation from automakers
that they can produce vehicles
capable of running on elevated
ethanol blends.

E85 petrol contains 85%
ethanol and 15% petrol. Flex-
fuel vehicles are designed to
run on any mixture of ethanol
and petrol — from E20 to E100
— with onboard sensors
adjusting fuel injection and
ignition parameters
automatically.

Consumers will have a
choice of what cars they buy
according to the level of
blended fuel they prefer, as
India aims to put in place a
biofuels policy that will provide
for multiple petrol mixes at
petrol stations, one of the two

people said.

In other words, such fuel will
be sold alongside existing
petrol with lower ethanol
blending. At present, India has
E20 (20% ethanol blend) petrol
across the country.

The Bureau of Indian
Standards, the national quality
regulator, has  already
prepared norms for E85 petrol.
Blenders and refiners will have
to comply with these
specifications. The bureau is
also targeting the release of
standards for E22, E25 and E26
by April 30, meant for petrol

with 22%, 25% and 26% ethanol
content respectively.

Brazil, the world’s largest
sugar producer, launched
the world’'s most mature
flex-fuel programme in 2003;
a large share of new cars

sold there are flex-fuel
capable, running on blends
up to EI00, with lifecycle
carbon reductions of up to
90% over fossil petrol. Ethanol
is derived from molasses, a
byproduct of sugar refining.
India is the world’'s second-
largest producer of the
sweetener.

As countries ban social media for kids, Meta

arents

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Even as Turkey
joins the list of countries that intend to ban
social media access for children and teens,
Meta which finds itself impacted the most, is
again trying to convince parents that its
Teen Accounts proposition is safe. Turkish
lawmakers, this week, have passed a bill that
includes restricting social media access to
children under the age of 15 years, marking
continuity for a global trend to protect
children from often dangerous activity on
these platforms. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan now has 15 days to accept
the bill, after which it becomes a law.

makes a direct pitch to p

The bill will mandate social media
platforms including Meta’s Facebook,
Threads and Instagram, as well as other
social media companies including X,
Pinterest, TikTok, YouTube, Twitch, Kick, Reddit,
band Snapchat, to put in place age-
verification systems and extensive parental

controls. Governments also expect social
media companies to respond and take
down content they deem harmful for
children, and the wider societal fabric. The
addition of artificial intelligence (Al) chat
features within these apps, adds another
layer of possibly dangerous complexity. “We
are living in a period where some digital
sharing applications are corrupting our
children’s minds and social media platforms
have, to put it bluntly, become cesspools,”
Erdogan minced no words in a televised
address in Turkey, this week, ahead of the bill
being passed by lawmakers.
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