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1. Delhi govt to open

2 new Al Centres
of Excellence: CM
Rekha Gupta

2. Woman in WB
receives letter
from PM after
gifting him his
sketch

3. Hansraj College
suspends 30
students over
violence during
fest, social media
posts

4. Mamata accuses
central forces
of escorting
criminals to
'capture' EVMs

5. TMC files
complaint against
BJP candidate for
alleged misuse of
national flag

NEW DEHI, (Agency). India
and the US have agreed to
“remain engaged” after three
days of trade talks in
Washington concluded on
Wednesday, a commerce
ministry statement said —
signalling that the finalisation
of an interim bilateral deal
awaits the Trump
administration instituting a
legally tenable tariff framework
after the US Supreme Court
struck down the basis of
reciprocal tariffs in February.

The Indian delegation, led
by chief negotiator Darpan
Jain, discussed “multiple areas
such as market access, non-
tariff measures, technical
barriers to trade, customs and
trade facilitation, investment
promotion, economic security
alignment and digital trade,”
the ministry said on Friday. The
meetings were conducted in a
“constructive and positive
spirit” with “meaningful and
forward-looking discussions”
enabling progress on key
matters, it added.

The round was the first
face-to-face meeting since
the two countries agreed on a
framework for an interim deal
on February 7. “The framework
reaffirmed the countries’
commitment to the broader

LS\ :

India-US  Bilateral  Trade
Agreement negotiations,” the
ministry said. “Both sides
agreed to remain engaged to
maintain this momentum as
they move forward.”

Days before the delegation’s
departure, commerce
secretary Rajesh Agrawal had
said both parties were looking
at finalising a legal agreement
as a logical follow-up of the
February 7 joint statement.
“There is a need for further
discussions and follow-up
engagement to take this
forward,” he said.

At a hearing before the
House ways and means
committee on Tuesday, USTR
Jamieson Greer confirmed
that Indian negotiators were
in Washington and that the
two sides were actively
discussing specific
commodities, including dried
distillers’ grains, soybean
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India, US agree to remain
engaged after trade talks

L= i b P
meal and ethanol. “India is a
tough nut to crack. They've
protected their agricultural
markets for a very long time.
As part of this deal, they're
going to want to protect a lot
of that still. There are things
though where | think we can
find mutual agreement,” he
said.

India’s  foreign ministry
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal on Thursday said the
talks were “ongoing and
constructive.” “Both sides are
working towards a balanced,
mutually  beneficial and
forward-looking trade
agreement, taking into
account each  other’s
concerns and priorities, and
to achieve a trade target of
$500 billion by 2030," he said.
That target would be more
than double bilateral goods
and services trade of roughly
$212 billion in 2024.

Morbi ceramic units eye full revival in May
as Gujarat Gas ramps up PNG supply

Ahmedabad, (Agency).
Morbi's ceramic industry, which
has already recovered to around
290 operational units after a
near-shutdown in March, is set
to return to full capacity in May
with 675-700 units expected to
be running as Gujarat Gas
ramps up piped natural gas
supply to the cluster, a senior
government official said on
Friday. “Operations picked up in

April, with gas consumption
rising from 0.36 million metric
standard cubic metres per day
(mmscmd) at the end of March,

when about 83 units
were operational, to
270 mmscmd by
April 22, serving
around 290 units,” a
Gujarat Gas official
said.

Sandip Kundariya,
president of the Floor
Tiles Division of the Morbi
Ceramic Manufacturers
Association, said the cluster was

on track to return to full strength
by next month.

“Production has resumed
across the cluster and most
units are expected to be
operational by May 10. Nearly
670 ceramic units in Morbi are
connected to piped natural
gas (PNG) supplied by Gujarat
Gas and the industry is
currently relying entirely on
PNG,” he told HT.
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