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1. Sensex jumps
over 800 points,
Nifty up over 1%
as vote counting
underway in 5
states/UT

2. Some CCTV
cameras
developed glitch
for 5-10 mins:
Poll observer
after Mamata's
allegation

3. BJP ahead in
Jhargram, the
WB seat where
PM Modi ate
Jhalmuri, shows
trends

4. 25-metre slab
of Bihar's
Vikramshila Setu
collapses into
Ganga

5. BJP crosses
halfway mark
in Assembly
elections in
Assam, early
trends show
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Vodafone Idea needs Rs

50,000 crore to survive: Who
will step in to save it?

NEW DEIHI, (Agency).
Vodafone Idea is standing at a
critical point and may need
nearly Rs 50,000 crore to survive
and stay competitive in India’s
telecom market. The company
is already under heavy financial
pressure because of huge debt,
AGR dues, and the high cost of
expanding its 4G and 5G
networks.

A Mountain of Financial
Pressure

The struggle isn't just about
daily operations; it is a battle
against three major financial
burdens:

Massive Debt: Years of
borrowing have left the

company with a heavy
repayment schedule.
AGR Dues: Unpaid

government fees remain a
significant weight on the
balance sheet.

The Tech Race: Expanding
4G coverage and rolling out 56
infrastructure requires constant,
high-level spending to keep up
with rivals.

The Search for a Lifeline

While the government has
already stepped in by
converting some debt into
equity—reducing outstanding
dues from Rs 87,695 crore to Rs
64,046 crore—experts suggest

this is only a temporary fix. For a
true recovery, fresh capital must
come from somewhere else.

The potential sources
include:

The Promoters: Vodafone
Group and Aditya Birla Group
have been cautious about
increasing their investment
given the current financial risks.

Private Investors: Global
equity firms or telecom partners
might step in, but they will likely
demand proof of long-term
stability first.

Banking Support: Banks are
an option, but only if the
company presents a rock-solid
plan for a turnaround.

Why It Matters for the Public

The stakes go beyond a
single company’s profit. If
Vodafone Idea cannot secure
this funding, India’s telecom
landscape could essentially

turn into a duopoly controlled
by Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel.

For the average consumer,
this lack of competition could
lead to:

Higher Monthly Bills: Without
a third major player, there is less
pressure to keep prices low.

Lower Service Quality:
Competition drives companies
to innovate and fix network
issues faster.

In simple terms, Vodafone
Idea is fighting to remain a
viable choice for millions of
Indians. Without a Rs 50,000
crore boost, the path forward
for the telecom giant looks
increasingly narrow.

Stay informed on all the
latest news, real-time Breaking
news updates, and follow all the
important headlines in India
news and World news on Zee
News.

DEA Notifies FDI Easing Under FEMA For
Foreign Firms With Up to 10% Chinese

WASHINGTON, , (Agency). The Finance
Ministry has notified a decision to allow
overseas companies with  Chinese
shareholding of up to 10% to invest in India
under the automatic route under FEMA,
according to a notification.

In March, the Union Cabinet approved
amendments in the press note (PN) 3 of
2020 of the DPIIT.

As per the amendments, foreign
companies having a Chinese/Hong Kong
shareholding of up to 10% will be eligible to

i

investinIndiainsectorswhere FDlis permitted
under the automatic route subject to sectoral
conditions. However, these relaxed FDI rules

will not apply to entities registered in China
or Hong Kong or other countries sharing land
borders with India. Earlier, foreign firms with
shareholders from these land border nations
owning even a single share had to seek
mandatory approval to invest in India in
any sector. Now, these restrictions will apply
only to beneficial owners. After the Cabinet
approval, the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) notified it
in March through a press note 2 (2026
series).
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