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1. BJP leader
Suvendu
Adhikari's
assistant shot
dead in Bengal

2. Whatever I said
has come true:
TMC MP who
quit in 2024 over
corruption

3. It's not
'matgarna) it's
'mangarna':
Akhilesh on WB
vote counting

4. Let them impose
Prez Rule:
Mamata after
refusing to resign
as WB CM

5. TMC workers with
BJP flags trying
to incite unrest in
Bengal: BJP
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India, US Very Close To Trade
Deal, Need To Get Over Last
Hurdle: Christopher Landau

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). India
and the US are “very, very close”
to signing the trade deal and
need to get over “that last
hurdle”, US Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau said
on Tuesday. Landau said that
India and the US have been
negotiating for months and it
was important for the two sides
to “reach some closure” and
move on with the many other
issues on the agenda.

“We are very aware of India’s
importance on the world stage.
I think it is very important to get
a final resolution of that trade
deal. We have been talking now
for months that we are very
close, and | think we are very
close. But we have to get over
that last hurdle,” Landau told
reporters on the sidelines of the
SelectUSA Investment Summit
at National Harbour in Maryland
near here.

“I don't have any huge inside
information to provide on when
that is coming, but | can just
reiterate that | believe that we

NANSNEZ

are very, very close’ said
Landau, who recently visited
India.

‘I think ultimately it's
important that we reach some
closure on that and we finally
sign it and move on with the
many other issues on our
agenda,” he said.

“| think there’s no question
that India is one of the great
powers of the world. India now
has the greatest population in
the world. And, India has
incredible potential, economic
potential, but | think, frankly, for
many decades it was not fully

realised because of (the)
economic models that India
chose to pursue.

“But | think India is now poised
to have massive economic
development and to lift many
hundreds of millions of people
out of poverty,” Landau said.

India and the US
announced the framework of
the bilateral trade agreement
on February 2 and released
the text of the deal on
February 7. Indian negotiators
were in the US last month for
discussions on the trade
agreement.

Wired Wisdom: Thoughts on Samsung
Wallet, credit cards, and Nuuk’s new Halo

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Opening
thoughts. Samsung is so far ahead
in this game, nobody is even close
to  competing.  Regulatory
navigation, persistence and
corporate will are the reasons why
Samsung Wallet in India sets an
experiential and acceptability
benchmark that even Google is
still trying to match. I point this out
because a few days ago, Google
rather excitedly announced that
users in India can now save their
Aadhaar Verifiable Credentials
directly in Google Wallet.

like, the Samsung Galaxy S26 Ultra.

The mind
immediately wandered to Samsung Wallet,
which | currently have the pleasure of
sometimes using with a phone that | really
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Samsung Wallet has been doing this for

years—identity credentials, airline and hotel
loyalty cards and more. And while at it, has
allowed me to sync Mastercard and Visa
cards for a seamlessly integrated Samsung
Pay—no need to carry your card or even take

India?

out the card holder when
making a payment at a
store—scan a QR code or
simply tap the phone on a
payment machine, and off
you go shopping bags gently
swinging from one hand. One
could of course (and right so)
argue that Samsung Wallet
and Samsung Pay are limited
to their own phones, while
Google Wallet has wider
appeal across  Android
phones. Correct. But credit

where it is due—Samsung’'s approach has
been spot on, and they got it right much
before anyone else. Which begs the question,
will we ever get the luxury of Apple Pay in
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