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1. India floats 3290
crore tender
for smart mine
detectors

2. Tea stall owner
killed over
3200 dispute in
Doddaballapur

3. Smuggling
accused booked
for threatening
customs officer

4. Two arrested for
attacking couple
in road rage near
Bengaluru

5. CCTV footage of
man assaulting
cow in Bengaluru
sparks outrage

6. World Bee Day
2026: Why bees
matter to people
and the planet

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). It is
becoming increasingly
difficult to get excited about
laptops that try to be different,
because more often than not,
they are expensive without
any substantial additional
value. It is often the hardware,
or the Windows operating
system, that remains
inconsistent and erratic. Since
HT first reviewed the dual-
screen Asus ZenBook Duo in
2024, a lot of water has passed
under the bridge. Have things
evolved since then? That's a
299,990 question, to which
the answer is rather
straightforward.

What was innovative and
different hasn't evolved to
anything more than a force of
habit for the brand. One new
iteration every year, because
it simply has to be done. The
experience hasn't evolved
meaningfully, and neither has
the product itself, apart from

Intel's latest Panther Lake
chips, which are indeed a leap
ahead.

The fact that the Zenbook
Duo (UX8407AA-SN183WS) sits
comfortably neither as a
laptop, a convertible, a tablet,
nor a desktop is a remarkable
consistency in achieving
nothing at all. The closest I'd
classify this as is a desktop
replacement, and even then,
you'd be better off with an
actual desktop. This is too
thick and heavy to work as a
laptop that you may wish to
carry around, or as a tablet.
The saving grace is that this

the generational uptick of
specs. Of course, this time it's

100-watt  Type-C

power

W.W 7
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Asus Zenbook Duo’s real
Intel chip leap meets an
overwhelm

adapter doesn't have a brick,
which is still common with
many laptops—Asus made
this adapter design switch a
while ago, and many others

stil haven't shown the
willingness to do so. Little
things do matter.

For whatever the opinions
about the form factor and
indeed its utility, this is
undoubtedly a well-made
machine. Asus’ use of
Ceraluminum gives this a rather
desirable mix of rigid build, a
nice shade of Moher Grey and a
finish that doesnt catch
fingerprints easily (though dust
shows up more often than not).

Tech Tonic | Musk v. Altman, and a reality
of bickering adults holding Al's keys

NEW DEHI, (Agency). Absolute
shambles to close the Musk v.
Altman trial, with the judge ruling
that Elon Musk took far too long
to sue OpenAl and CEO Sam
Altman over an alleged violation
of an agreement to run OpenAl|,
which started out as a not-for-
profit and later pivoted business
models. The court ruled that
Musk’s claims of “breach of
charitable trust” were valid but
fell outside of the three-year
statute limitations; which Tesla
and xAl's Musk will appeadal,
calling the decision a “calendar
technicality”. My takeaway from
what was absolutely not the
so-called tech trial of the year is

this—none of the people leading
Al can be trusted to do the right
thing. Il get to each one of
them.

Here are a few nuggets.
During the course of this trial,

Elon Musk testified that his own
artificial intelligence (Al) startup
OpenAl distilled many other Al
models including those from
OpenAl to build Grok. Model
distillation, simply put, is to use

one Al model to train another
model. Of course Musk didn't
say this straight. When asked
whether xAl had distilled
OpenAl's models, Musk tried to
avoid the question by saying
“generally all Al companies” do
this. When pressed further if that
meant a yes, he replied “partly”.
You know what that means.
And I'd simply like to ask,
where did all those billions of
dollars of funding go, if it was
this simple? XAl has raised a
total of $42 billion in funding till
date, including a massive $20
billion Series Eround this January.
Mind you, Grok isnt the only
product of such an approach.
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