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Three held for
kidnapping and
torturing man in
Kerala

1.

HC orders
videography of
vote storage rooms
for Punjab civic
polls

Youth congress
workers to oppose
bail plea in court

Toddler walks
again after month-
long fight for life in
Bengaluru

Woman delivers
baby girl inside

autorickshaw in
Kerala

What new Ebola
checks will air
passengers face
in India?

Govt open to stakeholder views on
reducing capital gains tax on stock
investments: Finance minister

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
government is open to
stakeholder views on reducing
capital gains tax on
investments in stock markets,
aiming to make domestic
markets more attractive to

foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs), Finance  Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Monday.

Foreign portfolio investors
have been fleeing Indian
markets, driven by higher
capital gains taxes, a weaker
rupee, and shifting global
allocations.

“On this issue, and on every
other issue, we are always
ready to listen to people. We
will  take their inputs”
Sitharaman said in response
to a question on whether the
government is considering
reducing such taxes. She was
speaking on the sidelines of
an awards function organised
by the Cotton Textiles Export
PromotionCouncil (TEXPROCIL)
in Mumbai.

The government imposes a
short-term capital gains tax
(STCG) of 20% on equity
shares and equity mutual
funds, and a 12.6% long-term
capital gains (LTCG) tax on
annual gains of over 125,000
on such investments sold after
12 months.

FPIs were net sellers of
securities worth a record 21.8
lakh crore in FY26, the highest
in 34 years and up from 21.3
lakh crore in FY25. The highest
outflows were seen in March
2026 at around 21.18 lakh crore.
According to the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) data, FPIs have
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registered net outflows of over
$10 billion (approximately
295,200 crore) in FY27 so far,
including sales of $8.3 billion
in April 2026 and $1.8 billion as
of 20 May.

On whether the
government is considering
measures such as issuing
sovereign bonds to attract
foreign capital amid a fast-
depreciating rupee,
Sitharaman said that the
government is receiving and
gathering a lot of inputs and
suggestions, including on
rupee, investments and gold
or sovereign bonds.

Govt eases LPG surrender rule, allows reconnection

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). The
government  on  Monday
permitted consumers to retain
the option of restoring their
surrendered domestic liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG or cooking
gas) connections in future if they
move to areas that do not have
piped natural gas (PNG)
infrastructure. “The Government
of India has notified the Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (Regulation of
Supply and  Distribution)
Amendment Order, 2026, on 25th
May, 2026, the petroleum
ministry said in a statement. It
aims to provide “additional
relaxation and convenience” to
domestic LPG consumers who
subsequently  obtain  PNG
connections, it said. The
amendment was made in the

=1 —

LPG control order issued on
March 14, 2026 that required
consumers with PNG connections
to surrender their domestic LPG
connections and prohibited new
LPG connections for PNG
consumers. As on May 24, more
than 59,800 PNG consumers
have surrendered their LPG

connections. The amended rule
is particularly beneficial for
transferable employees, migrant
households, tenants, students,
and families shifting to non-PNG
areas. Under the amended
provisions, LPG consumers who
have PNG connections as well
shall have two options, it said.

“Consumers may apply for
termination of the LPG connection
within 30 (thirty) days of obtaining
PNG connection; or consumers
may obtain a transfer voucher
for future restoration of LPG
connection in a non-PNG areq,” it
added. “This amendment
provides significant relief and
flexibility to consumers who may
subsequently shift to areas
where PNG infrastructure may
not be feasible,” the statement
said. The March 14 order was
issued as India is heavily
dependent on imported LPG and
supplying cooking gas was a
concern amid the war in West
Asia, particularly the closure of
key sea route through the Strait
of Hormuz that used to transport
about 90% of the LPG imports.
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