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Wired Wisdom: 6G milestone,
your Apple devices, and
playing F125: 2026 Season Pack

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). A 6G milestone has
been achieved in Japan, with researchers from
the Tokushima University finding a way to transmit
data at a speed of 112 gigabits per second, or
Gbps. This breakthrough is built on a newly
developed terahertz wireless communication
system driven by micro-combs—special photonic
devices fitted onto microchips that generate
optical frequencies for wireless networks.
Achieving such speeds, at a frequency above
420GHz for the first time to be specific, indicates a
way to negate limitations that often plague signal
power and noise at higher frequencies—and that
means slower data transmission rates.

6G is being pieced together in many countries,
including the US and Japan, with conversations in
India as well. While 5G is generationally much
faster than 4G, with the likes of Reliance Jio's
AirFiber Max offering theoretical speeds of up to
1Gbps on their standalone 5G networks, scientists
believe 6G can breach the 1Tbps or terabits per
second speed mark. Commercial networks are
expected to start coming to life sometime post
2030.

EDITOR'S MARGIN

APPLE’S PLAYING ITS CARDS, ABSOLUTELY RIGHT

While you can easily scoff and say it was long
overdue, I'll raise you a simple question—if this is
so simple, why has no Al company so far, including
Google, delivered such a contextually relevant
integration of Al in any device thus far? During a
technical deep dive with Craig Federighi, Apple’s
senior vice president of Software Engineering, he
was asked a question—we didn't hear much
about agents (Federighi quipped that agents was
in all-caps). Apple execs, and | love this, don't hold
back the witty responses when the situation so
warrants it. Federighi's response, “you guys
obviously watched 1/O. This is WWDC", sending
everyone in attendance in splits. While Apple
execs went on to explain how agents fit into
Apple’s Al vision, there is one clear theme from

this WWDC—all the announcements are tailored
to make tech work better for the humans who use
the iPhone, iPad, Mac and so on. Here's what stood
out for me.

This is Tim Cook’s last keynote as CEO, before
he hands over the reigns of Apple Inc. to John
Ternus. The tech giant has underlined a refreshed
artificial intelligence (Al) strategy for the long
term, perhaps a fitting bookend for Cook’s era at
Apple. It sets them up for the Algame in particular.

Focus areas are platform improvements, trust
and safety, and what Craig Federighi, Apple’s
senior vice president of Software Engineering,
calls a big leap forward for Siri. Apple insists parts
of all operating systems have been reworked to
improve responsiveness, which means iPhone
and iPad apps can now launch up to 30% faster.
That's just one example.

Apple's refreshed artificial intelligence (Al)
strategy finds the tech giant competing a jigsaw
that was awaiting that moment for a while now.
The new Apple Intelligence suite, of which the new
Siri Alis a big part, requires deeper understanding.

Apple has not wavered from its long-standing
data privacy and security promise, despite the
Google Gemini model infusion into the picture.
One of the biggest questions emerging from the
post keynote assimilation was this—quite how
does the architecture shape up, particularly with
Google’s Gemini models?

Apple’s Al structure is built atop the company’s
own Apple Foundation models. This is the third
generation for these models, with the first
generation from 2024 and the second generation
arriving last year. There are two on-device
models—the AFM 3 Core which has a 3-billion
parameters dense model, as well as the AFM 3
Core Advanced which is a 20-billion parameter
natively multimodal model that uses a sparse
architecture to activate anywhere between 1-4
billion parameters at a time depending on type of
request.
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