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Rahul Gandhi
tenders apology
in court over
remarks against
Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan's
son

Clear 32,500
challans on
your car: BJP
to Priyank
Kharge on
'50% discount'
scheme

It was a direct
assault on our
Constitution:
PM Modi on
Emergency

Javed Akhtar
calls MEA's
'passport not
citizenship proof'
rule 'absurd';
raises doubts

In a first, NCERT
adds section on
1975 Emergency
to Class 9
textbook

Labs where
alleged fake
report on Punjab
CM's video was
made don't exist:
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Wired Wisdom: Best phones
of 2026 thus far, featuring
Xiaomi, Samsung and more

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). A policy intervention
where necessary, and this was necessary. The
UK government has set in motion a sweeping
social media ban for individuals under the age
of 16 years. This is squarely aimed at protecting
children from online harms and preventing
addiction, the ban targets platforms like
Snapchat, TikTok, YouTube, Instagram,
Facebook, and X. Before you call this as some
sort of an outreach, I'm reminded to tell you
about a BBC article that pointed out something
rather interesting (Big Tech of course won't
answer).

Zoe Kleinman narrates a conversation with
her 12-year old son. “Everyone's really upset
mum - loads of them have got their own
YouTube channels,” he says. Interesting enough,
the minimum age of making any sort of
‘channels’ on YouTube and Instagram is 13
years—so how do children as young as 12
already have footprints on these social media
platforms—and clearly the sustained efforts
have paid off, in terms of views and followers,
for this level of distress. “Tech giants had their
chance and failed,” the clear words of UK's
former Prime Minister Keir Starmer, in what now
becomes one of the last big policy measures
he implemented whilst in office. He's not wrong,
by any stretch of the imagination. I've a child
who is almost 9 years old, and fast approaching
the years where any lure of social media would
be hard to dismiss. Its purely a matter of when
and not if—the path will be easier for her if we
transition towards neglected parenting (that's

-

certainly not happening), and somewhat
difficult if we set the rules for when we're looking.
I'd love a similar policy intervention.

That said, I'd like to point out how Big Tech
still wins here (much like the ‘house’, big tech
also never loses). In order to verify age, users
will inevitably be asked to upload government
ID documents, most likely a photo ID while at it.
This is data, the sort of priceless data that social
media platforms may previously not had
access to. Cue, more detailed profiling, more Al
training and focused advertising. In all, more
profits for Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk.

“Senator, we run ads,” the words of Mark
Zuckerbergin 2018 in the midst of the Cambridge
Analytica scandal investigations, underlining
Meta’s social media business model.

We are at the midpoint of this year, and it
may be as good a time as any to take stock of
the smartphones launched in the first half of
2026. I'd still categorise this time as a period of
transition, where the impact of component
shortages and costs were partly felt (with the
worst yet to come), but it is with the phones that
are launched now, will we genuinely see the
impact of higher prices. So far, smartphones
launches have not exactly slowed down
because product roadmaps needs to be ticked
off, but few of these launches stand out in the
crowd. My picks, and you are free to disagree.
This I have a genuine soft corner for, because |
find a greater sense of comfort in Leica
photography approach, than any of the Ultra
phone rivals.
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