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Don't waste our
time: Supreme
Court on plea
against police
action on CJP
protestors

Rajiv Chowk,

15 other metro
stations closed
amid CJP &
Congress protests
in Delhi

Auto driver gets
angry as vehicle
damaged by CIP
protesters, asks
'Why are they
targeting me?'

We don't need a
CEO: Ram Mandir
Trust member
ahead of meeting

US embassy
issued 'large
crowd' warning

in Delhi 3 days
before Parliament
march

Rajiv Chowk,

3 other metro
stations closed
amid CIP &
Congress protests
in Delhi

'My WhatsApp
account has been
blocked,' claims
Cockroach Janta
Party's Saurav
Das
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‘Primarily a PR story’: Cornell’s
John Thickstun breaks down
OpenAl’s narrative

L

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). A few artificial
intelligence (Al) models supposedly acted
on their own to what we are led to believe is
a scenario where an agentic entity intruded
the production infrastructure of Al platform
Hugging Face. Sounds like the plot of sci-fi
movies from a bygone eraq, except it isn't as
dramatic as it is being made out to be. The
reality is, when Hugging Face released this
information on July 16, no one really cared. It
needed OpenAl to spin the publicity narrative
on July 21, to get the attention it regularly
seeks. This is a playbook we've seen before.

The Al models, identified by OpenAl as
GPT-5.6 Sol and an unnamed pre-release
model, were likely not acting out of
spontaneous malice. They were participating
in an internal cybersecurity evaluation
benchmark called ‘ExploitGym’. OpenAl
themselves said, “all evidence suggests that
the models were hyper-focused on finding a
solution for ExploitGym, going to extreme
lengths to achieve a rather narrow testing
goal.”

“It is important to read this story with an
understanding of OpenAl's narrative frame.
This is primarily a public-relations story
promoted by OpenAl, part of the same
messaging campaign that began with the
announcement of GPT-2 in 2019, John
Thickstun, assistant professor of computer
science at Cornell University, told HT.

This incident occurred during an internal
evaluation which prompts models to pursue
advanced exploitation using complex attack
paths, in an effort to quantify their cyber

capabilities, according to OpenAl. It is likely
the guardrails were turned off. If that isn’t the
case, the bigger concern would be that
OpenAl lost control of its own testing
environment.

When OpenAl created GPT-2, they
famously refused to release the full model,
claiming it was too dangerous and could be
used to generate mass disinformation. This
established a recurring marketing tactic:
emphasising apocalyptic danger of their
products to signal their immense power.
Hugging Face is a central repository where
the global open-source community hosts,
shares, and collaborates on machine learning
models and datasets.

“The explicit message of this campaign is
that OpenAl's technology is dangerous, but
the message they implicitly want to convey
is that their technology is powerful and worthy
of large investments, privileged regulatory
status, etc.,” Thickstun added. Unlike
traditional chatbots that simply answer
prompts, “agentic” Al models find integration
with more than one external tool and can
execute certain steps without human
intervention.

By framing their Al as possessing “state-
of-the-art cyber capabilities” that can
autonomously hack infrastructure, OpenAl
indirectly tells investors that their tech is
incredibly advanced.

“We consider this incident to be an
unprecedented cyber incident, involving
state-of-the-art cyber capabilities, and are
responding accordingly.
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