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10 quintals of
insect-infested
'chhena rasgullas'
seized in
Ghaziabad

Suvendu says will
ensure Mamata
doesn't come out
of house, she says
'Does that mean
house arrest?"

No need to be
Marathi experts:
Fadnavis to auto
drivers amid
protests

Elephant walks
while dogs bark,
says BPSC official
on Bihar protests,
sparks backlash

Amazon,
Instamart &
BigBasket lose
food licence over
selling poisonous
Datura in K'taka

Ayodhya seer
abuses Congress
leader on live DD
News UP debate,
video goes viral

2 children aged

7 and 11 leave
home in UP after
watching 24-hour
hiding challenge
on YouTube

A not-so-sweet surprise: How India went
from a year of possible sugar glut to

shortage & high prices ahead of festivals

NEW DEIHI, (Agency). Buying
a packet of sugar in any of the
major metros today will set you
back by roughly 40% more than
a fortnight ago. The reason: A
severe supply crunch. This has
prompted the government to
fortify sugar stores at the onset
of the festive season which
traditionally begins with Onam
and Rakshabandhan in August.

India went from a possible
glut, to a serious dearth of sugar
in a year.

At the beginning of this sugar
season (October 1, 2025; it ends
on September 30, 2026), the
government and the industry
prepared for a surplus. Sugar
production was expected to rise
sharply, diversion to produce
ethanol was expected to be
lower, and mills were pressing for
permission to export more sugar
to prevent stocks and dues to

T L

cane farmers from piling up.

Industry body Indian Sugar
and Bio-energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA), expected
sugar output at 34.90 million
tonnes (MT) in its first preliminary
estimate released in July 2025
for the 2025-26 season. This
represented a 18.3% year-on-
year increase from 29.6 MT the
year before. This was reiterated
at its annual conference in
September.

Based on the estimate, the

" . ~
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- .
government allowed the
industry to export sugar earlier
in the season. This was starkly
different from the year before.
In the 2024-25 season, the
government had allowed 1
million tonnes of exports only in
January 2025, whereas for the
current season it approved an
initial 1.5 million tonnes in
November 2025, soon after the
season began. It allowed export
of another 500,000 tonnes in
February.
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Have you see
the truth?
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Detecting the truth

We help you
collect Evidence
for your case
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